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Peter’s Tears 
By Rose Trumbull 


EA, weep, poor soul, for the prostrate pride, 
The boastful lips which thy Lord denied, 
The deadly fear, and the coward’s part,— 
Such tears, O Peter, must break thine heart. 


But is there none who for selfish ends 
Deniés his Lord in the house of friends ! 








How to Dispel Fog 

We often live in a thick fog of our own making. 
There are many methods by which we bewilder our- 
selves, but one of the most effective means of pro- 
ducing an intellectual and moral fog is by refusing to 


act on what we see to be a duty. That course will 
gradually shut out the sun, and, if persisted in, will 
in time cause complete spiritual darkness. Mr. C. K. 
Ober, in his book, ‘‘Out of the Fog,’’ tells how he 
was, for a considerable period, in great difficulty 
about the Christian life. One day he decided : ‘It 


is right for me to serve God and live for him, and 
this I will do whether I have what they call an 
From that beginning he was 


‘experience’ or not.'’ 


led out into the full appropriation of Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour. Acting in accordance with the duty 
seen will lead to the removal of perplexity from the 
mind and soul as a strong cold breeze drives off the 
fog from the Newfoundland banks. 


x 
Not Interested? 


For any man or woman in a civilized country to- 
day to be not vitally interested jn foreign missions is 
ingratitude of a startling sort. It is like the unthink- 
able attitude of a man whose house and family, 
through the heroism of firemen, had been saved from 
destruction by fire, and who should then say that he 
took no interest in the fire department of his city or 
town,—other things were so much more important. 
‘* We are the children of converts of foreign mission- 
aries, and fairness means that I must do to others as 
men once did for me."’ That is the simple fact. 
Shall I not, hereafter, give this work, which is first in 
the heart of Christ, first place in my prayers, in my 
gifts; and in my life interests ? 


| “~ 
When Faith Becomes Works 


Christ is better than any faith in Christ. As has 
been often pointed out, it is Christ that saves, not our 
faith in Christ. Therefore that faith is the best faith 
which most completely forgets itself in the overwhelmed 
consciousness of Christ. The moment we begin to 
be concerned chiefly about our faith, and measure 
our spiritual condition by our faith, or congratulate 
ourselves that our faith is complete and unquestioning, 
that moment we begin to make of faith a ‘‘works,'’ 
and thereby to defeat the very blessing to which it 
should lead. Our hope is not in our faith; it is in 
Christ. If we put our faith in first place, we shall be 
putting first something that we do, rather than some- 
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thing that Christ does, and thus we shall be seeking 
him by our own works at the very time when we con- 
gratulate ourselves on seeking him by faith, Faith is 
not something that we accomplish ; it is the simple 
yielding up of everything to Christ in order that Ae 
may accomplish everything. Faith is, indeed, an act ; 

but it is the act of surrendering everything rather than 
an act of achieving anything. So the first and last and 
incessant act of faith is utterly to forget itself in absorbed 
concentration on the One to whom it yields, We are 
dead, and our life is hid with Christ in God, Let us 
not hinder his triumphant working, and the glorious 
showing forth of himself which he would make through 
us, by obtruding even our faith between himself and 


ourselves, 
. ie, 
The Stedfast Life 


It is easier to do right than it is to continue todo 
right. Yet Christ is able to achieve in us the miracle 
of’a life-time of stedfast right-doing. In 1838 aseven- 
year-old boy received PS eitay. school ‘* Bible Cer- 
tificate,’’ stating that he was entitled to four cents’ 
credit (‘‘to be paid in Bibles and Testaments '’) for 
his Bible memorizing, his. punctual attendance, and 
his good behavior, He had entered Sunday-school 
three years before that. Last month that Sunday- 
school boy was Called Home. In his éighty-first 
year, Mr. William D. Porter, of Summit, New Jersey, 
was still serving God in the same stedfast life of dis- 
cipleship that had begun when he was a little child. 
Just a year ago he had completed his fifty years as a 
primary teacher in the Sunday-school. It is said that 
a man of the world who knew him, and who marveled 
at his goodness and transparent life, once referred to 
him as ‘‘that chemically pure Porter.’’ Steady 
goodness is God’s kind of goodness. It is offered to 
us for our incessant appropriation in Christ. ‘‘ Where- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable,’’ 
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Learning to Trust Each Other 


** | WILL trust, and will not be afraid.’’ 
is first of all a matter of choice. 
Two men walk down the street together. 
They breathe the same air, encounter the same sunshine 
and shadow, meet the same people, come up against 
the same facts of life, both the hard and the soft. 
But the method and spirit of the two men, and the 
conclusions they reach, are entirely different. One 
man says ;: ‘* Folks are pretty shifty, and pretty mean; 
they can’t be relied on, they'll get the better of you 
if they can ; they're all right so long as you watch 
them, but out of your sight you never can tell ; on the 
whole they’ re a bad lot ; don’t expect much, and you 
won't. be disdppointed,’*» The’ other. man ‘says: 
‘*People are mighty fair with me ; as a rule I get as 
good as I give ; folks don’t seem to make it their par- 
ticular business to take advantage of me, or to do me 
an unkind turn, or to tread on my toes ; on the whole 
they make a pretty decent crowd; There's a lot of 
good in all kinds of folks that you wouldn't. imagine. 
Keep an eye out for it and you'll be surprised.’’ 

Now you know both these men ; probably they are 
both underneath your own coat. There is a lurking 
sense of suspicion and distrust in all of us, ready to 
jump up full-sized if we give it half a chance. And 
the question simply is, Are we going to give it half a 
chance, or the ghost of a chance at all? Or are we 
going to battle with it and beat it down? 

.. Of course we all know we can fill up our world with 
suspi¢ion and ill-will and malice and jealousy, if we 
want to ; and they. will not be gliosts either, they will 
be real flesh and blood. We can think people are 
always going to cheat us ; and because we show that 


So trust 





we expect that kind of handling, some of them will 
try it, and not a few will succeed. We can think 
people are always going to treat us selfishly ; and like 
as not they will, because our aititude shows very 
plainly that that is the basis of our conduct toward 
them. We can look for deceit and trickery and 
meanness, and we shall not have to look far, because 
the beast does lurk in many men to leap out when it 
is given opportunity. 

Or we can follow the other plan. We can fill our 
world so full of kindliness and courtesy and good-will 
and friendliness and faith that there will not be so 
much as standing-room anywhere in our neighbor- 
hood for the other class of qualities. We can look 
for honesty and sympathy and fair play ; and not 
look in vain, We can bank on the innate generosity 
and goodness that abundantly exist in all sorts and 
conditions of men ; and we shall not be building our 
house on the sand, We can meet all men in the 
spirit of Him that said, ‘‘The Kingdom of God is 
within you’’; and in the measure in which we are 
filled with Christ we shall get the response that he 
got. Wecan enter every human relationship in the 
steadfast faith that says, ‘‘I will trust, and will not 
be afraid.’’ 

‘I will trust, and will not be afraid.’’ If it is 
first of all a matter of choice, it is then a matter of 
resolution. It is not always a simple frame of mind 
to stick to; it is not always an easy mood to keep 
alive in all weathers, on rainy days as well as when 
the sun is brightly shining. “We all of us now and 
then get a blow straight in the face when we go out to 
try really to live our Christianity. Men misjudge us 
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and treat us in the old way, Pete shemecives have 
been treated in the old way so much and so long that 
they have got out of the habit of the better way 
entirely, and hand us out a meanness or a trickery 
we do not at all deserve ; we are paying our share of 
the general price of the great buik of the world's dis- 
honesty and selfishness and greed. And we might 
as well make up our mind to it, and be equipped to 
do our part. After all, it is only-through this hard 
gate of vicariousness and straitening that the world in 
the end is ever going to enter upon salvation, as the 
righteous suffer for the wicked, and are willing to 
keep on suffering till the wicked cease from troubling 
because they are no longer wicked, 

But faith in other men, to be effective and powerful, 
has got to be bound up thread for thread with a strong 
faith in God. ‘+1 will trust, and will not be afraid’’ ; the 
vigor of a confidence like that has to sweep the entire 
heavens and come down to the humblest being on 
earth. ‘‘ Because God is my Father, 1 can surely 
trust him ; because all men are my brethren I surely 
Ought to trust them !’’ The two faiths work together, 
our faith in men tangibly and visibly expressing our 
faith in God. The two faiths are indispensable to 
each other, 

And when you have made up your mind thata spirit 
of confidence is a better working-day spirit in this 
working-day world than a spirit of suspicion, and that a 
definite purpose to see what is good and an unvarying 
determination to keep on looking for it is the only way 
really to find it, then you have got to make up your 
mind to take hold, For choices sre valuable only as 
they are acted on; and resolutions amount to some- 
thing only as they are made particular ; and practise~ 
is worth the name only when it ceases to be a thing 
of theory and becomes a thing of fact. If you wantto 
trust, you have got to trust, and thatis all there is to it. 

Opportunities will come to you thick and fast 
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enough ; take themeas,they come. But do not let 
any one of them get near you without prayer. Con- 
firm your faith in God every time you have to affirm 
your faith in man or woman. Get your spirit; down 
on its knees before the Father in heaven: before you 
dare to open the door of your heart to your littlest 
neighbor. For only so shall any power or grace 

out of your life to make the neighbor bigger and — 
better. ‘ 

‘*T will trust, and will not be afraid.’’ Take these 
words just as if they were a physician’s prescription. 
They are: a prescription of the Heavenly Father. When- 
ever you feel the spirit of suspicion creeping over you, 
whenever you find yourself taking hold of any human 
relationship by the wrong handle, the handle of has- , 
tility and distrust, whenever you find yourself tempted 
to put the meanest possible construction.on what, 
people say and do, to rate them as low and mean as 
you conceivably know how,—then just stop and pull. 
out that verse, get it as quickly as you can into your, 
mind, and keep repeating it as required ; say to your- 
self, ‘*No, this isn’t Christ's way I'm walking in. 
I'm way off the track, and I’ ve got to get back mighty 
quick.’’ And then get back mighty quick. Stir up 
all the fires of faith that prayer ought to keep going 
deep down in your heart, light all the candles of sym- 
pathy that love ought to keep burning in every win- 
dow of your life. And make men see that you have 
the ntind of Christ, and his faith in them ; because 
your whole approach to them speaks louder than any 
words: ‘‘I am trusting you, and I am not in the least 
afraid that my trust will be abused’’; because your 
whole attitude toward them plainly says, ‘‘ The king- 
dom of God is within you." And when they feel it 
there they will be only too glad to let you see it, be- 
cause they are convinced that you mean just what 
you say when you say, ‘‘I will trust, and will not be 
afraid,"' 





When God Tempts Us 

Is temptation always and only of the Devil? Or 
may it be a blessed and God-sent thing? A recent 
article on the subject of temptation has called forth a 
query from a reader in Iowa : 


I have just read with great interest Professor DuBose'’s article, 


‘*Why Are We ‘lempted?" in ‘The Sunday School Times 
of February 10. The last clause of one paragraph per- 
plexes me, however, when I recall the thirteenth verse of 


the first chapter of James. This is the ty ayy referred 


to: ‘‘And we may depend upon it that all the temptation 

directed against him [Christ] or against us in Him—as it is 

from Satan,—is for the defeat—as it is from God, is for the 

victory and perfection, of that end [that we shall be sons and 

heirs of God]."" But James says: ‘* Let no man say when he 

is tempted, 1 am tempted of God ; for God cannot be tempted - 
with evil, and he himself tempteth no man," 

A God who is good cannot ask any of his children 
ever to do that which is evil. The passage in James 
settles this for us ; and our experience of the nature 
and love of God shows us how true is the Bible 
teaching here as everywhere, But God loves his 
children enough to test them, inviting them by such 
test to rely wholly upon him and to find new treasures 
of his love and power through the test. And that is 
what the word ‘‘tempt’’ means: to test. So we are 
not surprised to find, in Genesis 22:1, that God 
tempted Abraham, for whom he had already shown 
such love, by asking Abraham now to trust him by a 
supreme expression of faith, when the life of Isaac, 
the covenant-son, was asked for. In bringing that 
**temptation’’ to Abraham God did. not ask him to 
do wrong; he asked him to do right, and thus to enter 
into new and greater riches of fellowship with God. 

The word ‘‘ tempt,’” however, is so commonly as- 
sociated with the idea of wrong-doing, that the Ameri- 
can Revision of the Bible uses the words ‘* prove,"’ 
or ‘‘ make trial of,"’ in some cases where wrong-doing 
is not intended. Thus Genesis 22:1 reads in the 
Revision, ‘‘God did prove Abrabam,"’ In Deuter- 
onomy 4 : 34 we find that *‘God assayed to go and 
take him a nation from the midst of another nation, 
by trials,"’ where the Old Version reads, ‘‘ by temp- 
tations,"’ In Luke 10; 25, where the Old Version 
says that a certain lawyer ‘‘tempted*’ Jesus, the Re- 
vision reads, ‘‘ made trial of him."’ 

God's temptations of his children, therefore, are 
simply his putting to the proof those whom he has 
been training and preparing for a life capable, in 
him, of standing the test. An inventor who devises 
and builds a machine comes to the time when he must 





test, or prove, or tempt, that machine. He does so 
in the hope that it will meet the test, not that’ it ‘will 
break down or fail. That is God’s hope in his test- 
ing of us. He never tempts us to do wrong. In 
Christ he always offers us sufficient power to meet his 
tests, as well as Satan’s tests, triumphantly. There- 
fore that same James urges us to ‘‘ Count it all joy, 
my brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations, 
knowing that the proving of your faith worketh pa- 
tience. And let patience have its perfect work, that 
ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.”* 
My. Howard, in his book on tempation,! which is 
proving a blessing to men and women who seek vic- 
tory over the temptations that have been defeating 
them, makes very plain the truth about temptation. 
He says: ‘‘ Man’s notions and Bible teachings are 
not commonly at one on this great fact of life. To 
most men temptation means allurement. In the 
Bible its primary meaning is ‘testing,’ ‘ proving.’ 
. » « The Bible calls men to the highest level of facing 
every temptation as a test. . . . Temptation is no mere 
allurement to an unworthy act... . Every temptation 
is a test, and no test leaves a man just where it has 
found him, Thanks be unto God that every test can 
bring us nearer to him !"’ 





1“ Temptation,” by Philip E. Howard (The Sunday School Times 
Company. 50 cents). 


Why B.C. 5 Is Called A.D. 1 


Any one of average intelligence would suppose that 
the Christian era began A.D. 1. Yet this is not so. 
The puzzle is one that ought to be clearly understood 
in connection with the present studies in the Life of 
Christ. An lowa reader inquires : 

How is it that the Christian era begins four or five years 
after the birth of Christ? I was always under the impression 
that it began a# the birth. I am not able to find any informa- 
tion that will enlighten me. Our Bible class would like to 
know. , 

The man who established the dating of the Christian 
era made it begin too late. His name was Dionysius 
Exiguus, and he was an abbot at Rome in the sixth 
century A.D. From his name the Christian era is 
sometimes called the Dionysian era. He started his 
reckoning with the Annunciation, not with the birth 
of Jesus; and he called the year of Rome 754 the 
year 1 of our Lord (1 A.D., or ‘‘in the year of ‘our 
Lord"’), beginning this year 1 on March 25, nine 
months before Christmas, or before December 25, 754. 
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Now it i that Herod, who triéd,.to,killthe 
babe Jesus d ied in April of 750. If eae 
was J birthday, then he could not have been 
born later than 749, or four years and three months 
‘before the time mistakenly set by Dionysius for the 
beginning of the Christian era. Thus we must speak 
of the birth of Jesus as having occurred in B.C. 5, or 
in the fifth year before. the actual beginning of the 
era in which we now live and reckon our dates. 

This subject was much more fully presented by 
Professor M. B. Riddle in ‘The Sunday School Times 
of February 27, 1904, and it is to his paper that 
acknowledgment is made for the facts here briefly 
summarized. 
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“Laid Aside”’—to Greater Usefulness 


- Activity is not the measure of a man’s usefulness 
to God. Our physical strength does not determine 
our service to our fellows. But most of us are slow 
to believe this ; so it is good to have it revealed to 
us in any way that God sees best, whether through 
our own retirement from more active labors or through 
the surrender and faith of others whom God is thus 
blessing and using. A message of cheer and comfort 
comes from a Massachusetts reader to whom an edi- 
torial in these pages carried the truth that this reader 
herself had been living. The editorial was out of the 
recent life-experiences of one who has served during 
many years of exceptional health and activity, and 
who has now been called of God into a quieter but 
blessedly rich service... The Massachusetts reader 
tells how her life has been sustained and enriched 
while ‘‘laid aside.’’ She writes : 


I want to thank you especially for your editorial, ‘‘ When 
We are Laid Aside,"’ that appeared in the issue for February 
10. I needed just what that article gave me. 

It is five years, now, since I had to lay down my work, and 
during.that time I have learned many valuable lessons ; among 
others that ‘‘It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that 
1 might learn thy statutes.’ It is very hard to step aside, and 
see the work calling to you, and be unable to answer the call ; 
but it does no good to fret one’s soul because of the physically 
impossible. I have had overwhelming evidences of God's 
love and tenderness all through my illness. Every new burden, 
every fresh disappointment, has come hand in hand with a 
new blessing and with fresh evidences of God's protecting and 
enfolding love. 

Early in my illness I resolved that, if I could not be strong 
physically, I would, by the grace -of God, be strong in faith, 
mm patience, in courage and cheerfulness, Not an easy task, 
when one is exhausted, physically and mentally ; but by strug- 
gle we gain strength. Also, I resolved that, so long as I could 
not do the work I wanted to, I would do what I could,—write 
a word of sympathy or encouragement or pleading, as the 
opportunity comes, hoping that by being faithful in little things 
God might some day count me worthy for the greater ones. 
Then there is always the opportunity of prayer,—though many 
times it seems as if the only prayer I could utter from the 
depths of my heart is, **God be merciful to me, a sinner"’; 
and by the peace that comes to my soul I know that prayer 
has been answered. And always, at times of depression and 
discouragement, I feel round about and underneath me the 
** Everlasting Arms,’’ and am content. Only at times I feel 
disturbed because it seems to me as if the lessons I am learn- 
ing ought to be made of benefit to others, and not shut up in 
my own life. It must be that the lessons we learn here, with 
so much difficulty, will help us to live the larger life into which 
we are to enter some day, when God calls us hence, and in 
that thought’ I find much to comfort me, for I like to share my 
good things. 

May God's Holy Spirit control and guide you in all you 
undertake, and through you speak to many hearts just the 
words they need to hear, 


That prayer is being answered by the publication 
of this letter. This trusting disciple’s words of faith 
and obedience are just the words that many hearts 
need to hear, and we may well rejoice that they have 
been expressed. Oh, the opportunity that the 
‘*shut-in’’ or the ‘‘laid aside’’ have! They are 
released, promoted, called out, into a field of service 
that most of us are cut off from. By intercessory 
prayer alone one such person can be used of God to 
revolutionize lives, families, churches, ministers, com- 
munities. One can have daily part, of the most 
powerful and result-achieving sert, in the work of a 
foreign mission station, for example, by detailed, in- 
telligent, and persistent, faith-filled prayer for the 
missionaries, the work, the converts, the unsaved, in 
or about that station. So of the spiritual life and 
service of a local church at home, and of endless 
other needs for which prayer alone is the adequate 
and unfailing resource. And the witnessing for Christ 
that such a life can offer! If Christ is allowed to fill 
and replace the surrendered and crucified life with 
himself, none can come into the presence of such a 
person and escape Him. The fruit-bearing will be 
blessed and incessant. 

How good God is tous! In Christ, we cannot get 
beyond his reach and his service. Always he offers 
us his infinite resources ; and always to the enriching 
of others through us, if we will let him. No one 
need ever be laid aside while God is not laid aside. 
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A Cobbler’s Lilies 


By Ada E. Ferris 











Uncle Zadok offers Easter lilies on simple 
terms, and has difficulty in selling them 















ae ILIES for Easter decoration. Free to every 
church that fulfils the conditions.'’ That 
was the sign in the window of Uncle Zadok 
Meadows’ shabby little cobbler shop on the side 
street. 

** Guess they'll soon be dropping in to inquire what 
the conditions are,’’ chuckled Uncle Zadok as he 
tacked up the card. ‘‘What with the fire that de- 
stroyed the big greenhouse last winter and the freeze 
that killed pretty much all the amateur stock of 
flowers, Easter lilies are mighty scarce this year. 
And if they were plenty as strawberries in June, my 
beauties would be tempting to those that know a real 
flower when they see it.’’ 

And the old man bent admiringly over the radiant 
blossoms he had ran in the dusty window seat. 
They were not the ordinary Bermuda lily, but larger 
and finer,—the glorious Auratum lily, with its broad 
gold band and crimson specks. They looked regally 
out of place in that dingy little cobbler shop. But 
Uncle Zadok had many rare and curious plants in 
that litthe home-made greenhouse of his. People 
wondered that he did not give up cobbling and put 
his whole time into the florist business. But he had 
not the needed capital. Besides, he loved flowers 
too well to make them mere things for bargain and 
sale. ‘*Couldn't force myself to sell a beautiful 
flower I had loved and tended to some rich snob that 
would let it freeze the first cold night, or die for want 
of water,'’ he said whimsically. ‘‘ ‘That would be too 
much like selling a baby to a slaver."’ 

So he cobbled for his bread, and raised his flowers 
for pleasure. And though he did sell enough seeds, 
young plants, or blossoms to more than make the 
little greenhouse pay its own expenses, still his flow- 
ers appeared at the funerals or weddings of the poor, 
or decked a shabby little church full as often as. they 
were sold for money. 


"7 UT you don’t mean to give away those beauties, 
surely ?’’ protested a customer, coming in 

; for her shoes. ‘‘ Now, Uncle Zadok, don’t 
you be that foolish, Why, the Marchmonts would 
almost pay you their weight in gold for such lilies as 
those to trim up for their big reception next Wednesday. 
They're sending off for their flowers, and I don't 
believe they'll get any as fine as these even at that.’’ 

‘«I raised those lilies for the Lord’s service, not for 
money,"’ said the old man. 

«¢ Well, even at that, St. Paul's Church could well 
afford to give you a good price for them. Or St. 
Andrew's. Or, for the matter of that, the Fifth Ave- 
nue Church, or the Washington Street Church. And 
it's only right they should. You're a poor man, and 
those rich folks can afford to pay for their pretty 
things.’’ 

‘‘No doubt, no doubt, but my lilies are like the 
Lord's free grace in this way,—they’ re free to all that 
fulfil the conditions. Those that don’t can't have 
them at any price.”’ 

‘« And suppose they all fulfil your conditions ?"’ 

‘«Oh, well, first come, first served, to all that fulfil 
the conditions, as long as my supply holds out ; but 
I'm thinking there'll be more than enough to go 
around.’’ 

He did not tell her what his conditions were. It 
was not to outsiders that Uncle Zadok would criticise 
the methods of the church. 

It was a delegation from St. Paul’s Church that 
called first to see about the lilies for Easter. Neither 
the rector nor the richly-dressed ladies with him had 
ever been in that shabby street before, but they had 
heard of the wonderful lilies, and were prepared to 
accept them most graciously. 

‘‘Yes, they are for Easter decoration,’’ Uncle 
Zadok answered promptly. ‘‘No, not for sale, 
ma’am. You may have free of cost, for decorating 
your church on Easter Sunday, just as many Auratum 
lilies as you have made genuine conversions this 
year ; and the more you can prove your right to on 
those terms the better I'll be pleased."’ 

**You mean confirmations, my, good man,"’ said 
the rector pleasantly, though: a bit discomposed. 
‘*We had a very good-sized class confirmed last 
June, and—”’ 

‘*No, I don’t mean confirmations, nor accessions 
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to the church,’' Uncle Zadok interrupted mildly. ‘I 
mean one lily for every soul that last Easter was living 
in sin, a stranger to Christ, and is now through the 
prayers and labors of your church rejoicing in His 
love and on the road to heaven. Just give me their 
names, please, and I'll have your lilies ready for you 
the day before Easter—though I'd be real pleased if 
you'd send your converts after’'em, so I could shake 
hands with "em and give 'em an old man’s bless- 
ing."’ 

He brought forth tablet and pencil, and waited for 
the names ; but they were not forthcoming. 

‘Our church does not believe in allowing young 
people to go astray and trusting to a miraculous 
change of heart afterward,’’ the rector explained. 
‘*We baptize our children to the Lord in infancy, 
bring them up in his fear, and when they are of 
proper age have them confirm in their own behalf the 
vows made for them in baptism, Thus having never 
strayed from the fold they never need what you term 
conversion,"’ 


‘6 ELL, brother, maybe them that’s brought up 
just right don’t,—but sure as you live the 
town’s full of them that do,’’ Uncle Zadok 

persisted, «**TheSon of man came to seek and to save 

that which was lost,’ and what is his church for if it isn’t 
following his example? ‘What man of you, having an 
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that 
which is lost, until he find it?’ Though I vow, when 
we look at our half-empty churches on Sunday and 
then at the crowded streets and pleasure resorts, not 
to speak of the saloons, it seems a deal more as if for 
every eight or nine little white lambs tied up with blue 
ribbons in the fold, there was at least eighty or ninety 
bleating around lost in the wilderness or being carried 
off by wolves. You can’t tell me there wasn’t any- 
body in town that needed saving, brother,—men, 
women, and children that our Lord wanted saved. 

One lily for every time this year your church has 

caused the angels in heaven to rejoice over a sinner 

brought home to God. How many will that be, 
brother ?"’ 

‘* We—we may not know the results of our labors 
here on earth,’’ stammered the rector. ‘‘ Paul may 
plant and Apollos water, but it is God that must give 
the increase. We have only to walk before him and 
leave the results to his good pleasure."’ 

‘¢When a man passes from death to life, he knows 
it,"’ Uncle Zadok insisted, ‘‘ and generally his neigh- 
bors know it, if the conversion is genuine. And if 
your whole church have labored in the Lord for a 
whole year without bringing one wandering soul back 
to him,—then something’s wrong somewhere. It 
can't be with the Lord, surely. Maybe you'd better 
look into it, brother.’’ 

- E DO not work by such sensational methods. 

Men swept off their feet by a flood of hysteri- 

cal excitement are too apt to revert to their old 


life when the time of excitement is over,’’ spoke the rec-: 


tor, rathersharply. ‘Ofcourse, your lilies are your own ; 
but if you wished to keep them all for the use of your 
own sect, you might in honesty have said so.’’ 

**I don’t,"’ Uncle Zadok said, firmly. ‘* My own 
church shall have just as many as it has earned and 
no more. If you go into any church in this town 
Easter morning and see one or two or three of Zadok 
Meadows’ lilies, you may know that church has 
brought that many souls to the Lord during the past 
year, sure,’’ 

Two ladies from the Fifth Avenue Church called 
next. Such beautiful lilies, they exclaimed. No, 
they didn’t ask them as a gift ; they were perfectly 
willing to pay for them. But when the conditions 
were explained, they were dismayed. 

‘*Why,—we don’t know,—we haven't had any 
regular revival services this year. ‘We have been 
building our new church, you know ; it was really 
almost more than we could manage. You don’t know 
how our Ladies’ Aid Society has worked, —the enter- 
tainments and ice-cream suppers and bazaars! We 
are fairly fagged out.'’ 

‘¢Too bad,’’ said the old man. 


‘* Maybe there is 
joy in heaven over an ice-cream 


supper or a fancy 


bazaar, or even a fine new church building, —but the 
Word doesn't tell us so."’ 

‘*But we really had to have a new building, 
Brother Meadows, and there was no other way."’ 

‘But my lilies are for converts : one lily for each 

convert your church has brought to Christ during the 
year."’ 
The ladies looked at each other doubtfully. 
‘* There have been some, surely. Didn't Miss 
Fielding say. three of her little girls said they loved 
Jesus? You believe children can be true Christians, 
don't you?"’ 

‘*Certainly, ma’am, Two of the best Christians I 
ever knew were converted before they were seven ; 
never really got into the way of sinning. But 1 don't 
believe in shoveling ‘em into the church with a 
scoop-shovel before they're old enough to know what 


‘the words really mean. My neighbor over here has 


a parrot that swears like a trooper; really curdles 
your blood to hear him. Now probably 'twouldn't 
take me but a few hours to teach that bird to say, ‘I 
love Jesus’; but that wouldn't stop his swearing. 
And I 4ave known a boy that they counted as a con- 
vert who never stopped swearing. 

‘But it isn’t'Easter yet. You can talk it over and 
see how many you can really count. There's enough, 
I reckon, I'd like real well to have you bring 'em 
around, so I can shake hands with 'em and see for 
myself what the Lord is doing through his people 
these glad days.’’ 

The ladies went away sorely perplexed, and all the 
way home were considering anxiously whether this or 
that one could be called a genuine convert. It was 
not so much the lilies, —they could buy lilies ; but to 
have to admit they could not rightfully claim one was 
intolerable. 


HE next caller was different : the weary pastor of 
_a church that had increased in wealth faster than 
in grace. When the conditions were explained 
to him, he ‘flung up his hands in despair. : 

‘* Uncle Zadok, I don't know of but one that I can 
be sure of this year.’’ 

‘« That's rather a poor harvest for a church as large 
as yours,’’ Uncle Zadok couldn't help saying. 

‘It's shameful,’’ the old minister sighed. ‘* And 
yet I've tried to do my full duty. Some of them think 
they should have a younger man who could draw the 
young people ; perhaps I am getting old. If I thought 
they would do better with another man—"’ 

**Would you mind telling me something about this 
one convert ?”’ suggested Uncle Zadok. 

It appeared that she was the daughter of a worldly 
family, whose long illness had given the minister a 
chance by repeated calls and many prayers to bring 
her to salvation. His church had given him no as- 
sistance, 

With tearful earnestness he spoke of others for 
whom he was still praying and hoping. But his use- 
fulness was greatly impaired by a faction in his con- 
gregation who demanded a younger man, declaring 
the old minister had ‘outlived his usefulness."’ 

‘*Well, seeing you had to make the only conver- 
sion that stands to your church’s credit this year 
without any help from them, it rather looks as if you 
needed a congregation that hadn’t outlived their use- 
fulness,’’ Uncle’ Zadok remarked dryly. ‘Don't 
worry, brother. The Lord knows who is trying 
honestly to do his work, and who is just grumbling 
because the minister doesn’t do his own work and the 
congregation’s too. You shall have your lily for 
Easter, and if your people grumble that there isn't 
but one—well, if you take my advice, brother, you'll 
just tell them why.’’ 

‘*] will,’’ said the minister, firmly. 

The next caller was a totally different type. ‘‘Con- 
versions ? Why, really, brother, I don’t know how 
many conversions we have had. Our revival meet- 
ings were a glorious success. The church was won- 
derfully blessed, hands raised for prayer every night 
for more than three weeks, altar crowded every 
night the last week. We took nearly thirty into the 
church at the close of the meetings, and quite a num- 
ber joined other churches, no doubt. I guess we'll 
take all the lilies you have to spare, brother."’ 

‘«Maybe, maybe. Would be mighty glad to let 
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you have a hundred if you're entitled to that many. 
Give me the names, please.’’ 

‘*Names? Why—really, brother, you can’t expect 
me to remember all those people,’’ came the protest. 

‘*You can remember them that are coming to 
prayer-meeting regularly ever since, can’t you ?’’ 

‘Oh, well, —they don’t all come to prayer-meeting 
regular, I'm sorry to say. There is Sister Stubbs, 
and Sister Johnson, and Brother and Sister Long, 
Tom Jenkins, and Lucy Blake, and’’— 

‘Why, I thought they belonged to your church 
before ?”’ 

*«Well,—they had drifted away from us and were 
reclaimed. You believe in reclaiming wandering 
sheep, do you not? What else are revivals for ?’’ 

‘*Maybe,—maybe. ‘If thy brother sin against 
thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a @ay 
turn unto thee, saying, ‘‘1 repent,’’ forgive him.’ If 
the Lord commanded us to do that, I suppose even the 
poor souls that need reclaiming at every revival are 
precious in his eyes. But that isn’t what I call a 
genuine conversion, brother. And it's my opinion 
that when a soul is genuinely convicted of sin and 
genuinely converted to God, he won't need warming 
over every year, either."’ 

The confident applicant protested with considerable 
warmth that it was even more important to recla:n 
wanderers than to bring outsiders into what he evi- 
dently considered a low plane of grace. Uncle Zadok 
heard him patiently, but was unconvinced. 
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‘Why, yes, brother, when a man’s sick unto 
death, you've got to doctor him back to health, of 


course,—even if you know he'll go smash ,all the © 


laws of health and be down again in a month. But 
if there never were any babies born, pretty soon there 
wouldn't be any men to doctor up. My lilies are for 
souls born into the kingdom,—genuine conversions, 
so far as we poor mortals can tell. Not your shallow 
sort that don’t do anything but raise a hand for prayer 
or maybe come and shake hands with the preacher 
and let themselves be cajoled into joining the church. 
If you didn’t allow such cheap imitations to pass for 
real conversions, you would not need to spend so 
much of your time warming up and reclaiming your 
wanderers every year. 

**Oh, I don’t deny that it was doing good, brother. 
Yes, that’s true ; we can’t always tell in this world. 
The Lord knows,—and he blesses them that work 
faithfully, whether their converts stick or not. But I 
had a special purpose in offering my lilies the way I 
did, and I must go by what I can see. One Auratum 
lily for every sinner you' ve brought into the kingdom 
this last year. I might strain a point and give 
some other kind of flower for backsliders reclaimed 
or for those that got a big blessing,—say a rose or a 
pink, or maybe a pansy,—but not a lily.”’ 

With which the pastor was obliged to be content, 
and went away promising to make out a complete list 
of his converts. 

(70 be concluded in next week's issue) 





Why Did Jesus Work Miracles ? 


By President Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 





Have we said the last word on the miracles of Jesus if we say that their purpose was to prove 
the truth of Christianity? There are three other reasons for the miracles that throw a clear light 
on Christ’s person and ministry. Your class will find these invaluable during this year’s studies. 


HE controversy over our Lord’s miraculous works 
has a providential purpose. It will not cease 
until his church has been brought to realize the 

full significance of those mighty acts, and received 
from them all the comfort and assurance they are 
meant to convey. That they are called ‘‘signs’’ in 
the fourth Gospel shows us that they are not merely 
wonderful, but that they have a definite teaching 
purpose. 

Dr. Paley and his school thought to exhaust the 
significance of the miracles by insisting upon them— 
and especially upon the Resurrection—-as evidence of 
the truth of Christianity. But their efficiency for that 
purpose hardly can be inferred from the Gospel story. 
The multitude which witnessed the miracles was that 
which called for our Lord’s crucifixion, just because 
they knew he could work miracles, and would not 
work them for their ends. Men who could not deny 
his miraculous works challenged his teaching none 
the less. Nor was the event of the Resurrection so 
shaped as to make it a demonstrated fact. Tt de- 
mand for such proofs Jesus distinctly censured in the 
case of Thomas, The Jewish authors of the Talmud 
admit that Jesus performed miracles, but explain them 
by magic. 

The significance of the miracles may be summed 
up in the statement that they were, in three ways, 
signs of the kingdom which Jesus came to establish : 
personal signs, teaching signs, and prophetic signs. 

1. Christ's kingdom centers in the person of the 
King, and the miracles help us to understand Aim, 
and to realize the fulness of life and goodness that we 
are to find in him. 

We all have felt the overflowing physical vitality of 
people who seem to radiate health ; or the outflow of 
intellectual vitality in persons who rouse us to thought ; 
or the abounding grace of spiritual vitality in good 
people whose presence seems to make it easy for us to 
be good, Unite all these in an unlimited measure in 
one person, in whom human and divine life are con- 
centered, and you will have what Jesus was to those 
~ who heard his teachings. He could not but work 
wonders of healing and uplift, in.coming into contact 
with specimens of our enfeebled, stupefied, and sin- 
burdened humanity. He sometimes did it spontane- 
ously, as in the case of the woman who touched the 
hem of his garment without his knowing it. In most 
cases he willed the cure, because his holy will was the 
center of his personal life. But as soon as we rise to 
the conception of what was involved in his being at 
once the Son of man and the Son of God, we see that 


these wonderful works are the inevitable outflow of 
his boundless vitality and grace. We see him move 
to and fro among men, leaving behind him the proofs 
of his mighty beneficence and sufficiency. We see 
in him the conqueror of man’s infirmities and suffer- 
ings. And we recognize in him one ‘‘of whose ful- 
ness we have all received, and grace upon grace.’’ 
It is not the mere omipotence of his acts, but their 
divine quality, that the miracles show forth. 

2. The miracles are teaching signs ; they preach 
the gospel. This has been well shown in an admir- 
able book by an Irish writer: ‘‘The Gospel in the 
Miracles of Christ,’’ by Canon Richard Travers Smith 
(1862). The physical evils from which the race 
suffers are the outgrowth and expression of its moral 
evil. They are the fruitage of sin. Not that this can 
be traced directly in every case, so that we can say— 
as Job’s comforters said—that this or that man’s sin is 
the direct cause of his sufferings. There is, however, 
a solidarity of the race in the matter of both sin and 
suffering, and taken at large the principle is true. If 
the world had remained sinless, then pain, disease, 
and premature death would have been unknown to 
our race. When the divine kingdom is re-estab- 
lished in the earth, these will disappear. Already, 
through the direct or indirect operation of its influ- 
ence, they are disappearing by slow degrees. The 
average of human life is lengthening ; long-dreaded 
diseases are losing their terrors ; and the abatement 
of suffering proceeds more rapidly still, And all this 
occurs within our Lord’s ‘‘sphere of influence,’’— 
what we call Christendom. Real medicine does not 
exist outside of it, except as this is carried abroad by 
our medical missionaries, or by the graduates of 
schools of medicine in Christian lands. 

Our Lord’s miracles proclaim his power and wil- 
lingness to deal with these physical and bodily evils, 
and at the same time they preach to our faith an 
equal willingness and power to overcome those deeper 
evils of which diseases are the symbols and symptoms. 
The blindness of heart, which is worse than that of 
the eye; the deafness of the mind, which surpasses 
that of the ear; the paralysis of the will, which is 
worse than that of the limbs; the foulness of the 
spirit, which goes beyond leprosy ; the death of all 
our powers of spiritual perception and volition, —with 
all these he deals as Master and enemy. Note the 
absence of limitation in his work. Had he healed 
only the lighter diseases, mostly of nervous and pos- 
sibly simulative nature, we should. have. got. small 
assurance from this. We might have thought of him 
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as one who could cure bad habits, and the less deeply 
rooted sins. But he ‘‘can save to the uttermost.’’ 
He attacks palsy, leprosy, premature death itself. 

3- Miracles are prophetic. In them our Lord does, 
without means, what he means to accomplish in ‘the 
future through means. They tell us not only of*his 
present grace, but of his future glory, as the over- 
comer of all the evils, physical and spiritual, which 
afflict our human race. As already said, the progress 
of medicine inside Christendom is gradually fulfilling 
them. This is not subverting the order of God's laws, 
but obeying them. It is the breaking through of a 
higher order into the anguish and disorder of a suffer- 
ing and weary humanity. That higher order, which 
has no place for disease and premature death, first 
broke through into our world in Christ's person and 
his works. It is now slowly taking possession of the 
world through his servants in the healing profession. 

These are doing ‘* greater works than these,’’ as he 
predicted they should. They are dealing, not with a 
limited group in a petty province, but with the mil- 
lions of mankind, They are animated by that passion 
of pity which he aroused. They are acting in that 
faith in God which he first inspired. They have 
come to know that the world and its dark corners are 
not filled with bogies, but is altogether a Father's 
house in which his children can move fearlessly and 
ask boldly. Their achievements are the fulfilment 
of his work for men in things physical, as the minis- 
try of the Gospel of Reconciliation fulfils his work in 
the spiritual sphere. 

It is asked whether miracles have ceased, and why? 
The considerations presented above help to explain 
why they well might have. They were to be expected 
at the advent of a. personality so unique and excep- 
tional as our Lord. They did their work in proclaim. 
ing the grace and the salvation he brought to men. 
They have accomplished their purpose as prophecies 
of the freedom of the redeemed earth from sin and its 
correspondent evils. But it is not necessary to assert 
that in no cases and under no circumstances do they 
occur again. On the contrary, there is abundant and 
indisputable evidence that Christ continues to work 
miracles to-day, for and through his disciples. But 
no later miracle can have just the reason, the signifi- 
cance, and the prophetic meaning of those that are 
recorded in the Gospels. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

a 


A Babylonian “ New Woman” of 2800 B.C. 


ROFESSOR VINCENT SCHEIL, the well-known 
Assyriologist, to whom, among many other 
things, we owe the first edition and first inter- 

pretation of the famous Code of Hammurapi (as the 
name is now read, instead of Hammurabi), has just 
published a paper, read by him before the French 
Academie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, in which 
he announces a discovery of fundamental importance 
for the eagjy chronology of Babylonia, Professor 
Scheil has fortunate enough to come across a 
tablet written during the Hammurapi period and fur- 
nishing lists of rulers of six successive dynasties, all 
previous to the so-calied First Babylonian Dynasty, 
of which Hammurapi (about 2000 B.C.) was the sixth 
member. From this important list we learn that a 
city, Opis, was one of the earliest, if not indeed the 
earliest, political center of Sumer (the biblical Shinear), 
as the southern part of Babylonia was called in these 
early days.. The supremacy of Opis was followed by 
that of Kish ; Kish, in turn, by Uruk; and so on 
through six dynasties covering at least five hundred 
years. Through this important tablet the names of 
no less than thirty-two entirely new rulers have be- 
come known to us. The importance of this gain for 
the early chronolegy of Babylonia is enormous, for 
we can now Carry our dates definitely back to about 
3,000 B.C., with only a few gaps still to be ac- 
counted for, ; 

An interesting point in connection with the new 
chronological tablet is the proof furnished that the 
first ruler of the second dynasty, with its center in 
Kish and dating back to at least 2800 B.C., was a 
woman, whose name was Azag-Bau, which means 
the pure or glorious one of the goddess Bau. Her 
rule made so deep an impression on the country that 
an unusual birth omen occurring while she governed 
the country was associated down to the last period 
with her reign, Hitherto we knew of her only through 
a reference in an omen texc and through a list of 
royal proper names. She now enters upon the stage 
of history—resuscitated after many thousands of years 
—to claim the distinction of being probably the first 
female ruler in the world. — Professor Morris Jastrow, 
Jr., Ph. D., University of Pennsylvania. 
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The eighth chapter in Lights and Shadows of a Soldier’s Life 
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- The Testing at the Brook 


By Robert J. Burdette, D.D. 
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“ HAT’S a fine army,’’ said Gideon, a general 

appointed from civil life—what our West 
Pointers call ‘*a mustang,’’ a good horse with 
no pedigree, a good soldier without a West Point 
diploma, —‘‘ that’s a fine army,’ looking at his first 
command, and the largest he had ever seen ; ‘‘thirty- 
two thousand able-bodied men. I can whip Midian 
off the map with these heroes."’ 

But God, who had seen many armies, said softly to 
himself, not to hurt the general's feelings, ‘‘ Not with 
that crowd you can’t.’’ Then he commanded : 

‘Send home all your cowards."’ 

And the general, who didn’t believe there was one 
in his army, forgetting that he himself ‘* feared his 
father’s household and the men.of the city’’ when he 
half-disobeyed an order, called on those who were 
‘* fearful and afraid’’ to strike for home and mother 
when they were ready. To his amazement, two- 
thirds of his corps, twenty-two thousand men, catch- 
ing sight of Midian encamped in the valley, made an 
early start from Mount Gilead before a bow-string 
was tightened, and got home before the war began. 
And Gideon reviewed his remaining ten thousand. 

«« Well,”’ he said, ‘‘this is as big an army as Barak 
had when he destroyed the hosts of Sisera. Much may 
be accomplished with ten thousand selected men.'’ 

But God said, ‘‘A phalanx is better than a mob. 
Try them out at the ford of the brook, and keep all 
who really want to fight.'’ 

And of ten thousand soldiers there endured the 
final test three hundred fighting men,—men so hun- 
gry for a fight and so eager to find an enemy they 
forgot they were thirsty when, with parched lips, 
lolling tongues, and panting breath, they went splash- 
ing through a desert brook on their way to battle. 


, Sweating Down to Fighting Weight 


So from that day to this every army has had to be 
sweated down to its fighting weight by similar, 
although slower, processes, There's lots of useless 
material about an army : about as useless as noise is 
to a wagon, And yet wherever the wagon goes the 
neise goes. Look at the stuff a church gathers about 
itself at the end of a six-weeks’ revival. Wait until 
the revival is six months old, and the church has 
been fighting sin in all its subtle forms every day in 
all that time. Then call the roll at the prayer-meet- 
ing. And yet most heartily do I believe in revivals, 
But the great net brings to shore lots of fish that are 
good for nothing but to cast away. 

Of the army of Israel's deliverance only three hun- 
dred were ‘‘Gideon’s men."’ In our modern wars 
much the same thing is approximately true. A thou- 
sand men enlisted in a regiment in 1861. In 1862 
the regiment counted itself strong if it carried three 
hundred bayonets into battle. These three hundred 
constituted its fighting strength. The line on dress- 
parade no more represents the regiment than the big, 
well-dressed congregation Sunday morning represents 
the church. All the skulkers appear on dress parade, 
usually in the smartest uniforms—they do nothing to 
soil them—and in the front ranks. The fighting men 
do not show at their best on parade, Some of them 
were killed in the last fight. Others are in hospital, 
nursing their wounds in the ambitious hope that they 
may rejoin the regiment before the next battle. A 
prayer-meeting or a teachers’-meeting is never so 
showy as the Sunday morning congregation. 

Considering the fact that the world has been at war 
ever since there were three men in it, comparatively 
very few military organizations have left a 1:ecord for 
courage of the highest type,—what Napoleon Bona- 
parte called ‘‘two o’clock in the morning courage”’ : 
courage that is just as trustworthy, clear, and sane in 
a sudden emergency as with the average time of ample 
preparation, knowing at once what to do and fearlessly 
ready to doit. It was the blare of the trumpets and 
the glare of the torches at midnight that defeated 
Midian, before ever a blow had been struck with the 
sword, Of the famous troops, one thinks at once of 
Gideon’s three hundred; David's mighty men, al- 
though theirs was an example of individual prowess, 
rather than the achievements of a band; Leonidas 
and his three hundred Spartans at Thermopylae ; Na- 
poleon’s ‘*Old Guard *’; Cromwell's «‘Ironsides,’’ of 
whom he wrote, ‘‘ truly they were never beaten "*; the 


Do you ever hear of a converted coward? Do you 
know how such a coward fights? Here is a picture 
of warfare as waged by converted cowards, which 
you will not forget after the reading. We are all 
in the cowards’ class: but Christ can use in his 
warfare only those who let him lead them through 
the brook, “‘head in the air,’’ converted, like the 
Three Hundred. Then we shall so fight, as not 
beating the air. 








six hundred at Balaklava ; Frederick's ‘‘ Grenadiers”’ ; 
and, of course, the regiment that went from your town 
in the ‘sixties. I should havé chronicled that one 
first, but I couldn't think of the name. The fighting 
««Onety Onest,’’ wasn’t it? It was ‘‘ The Fighting"’ 
something, I know. That's what it called itself. I 
belonged to that regiment myself. 

Were there no cowards in any of these famous or- 
ganizations ? There may have been at first, but they 
were sifted out. But of those hard fighters who were 
left, were there none who were at times a little bit 
frightened ? Was there ever a soldier who was never 
‘afraid '’? After the battle of Kunersdorf, Frederick 
the Great was as nearly scared to death as any man 
could be and not die. Napoleon, who died an exiled 
prisoner, should have fallen at Waterloo. Maybe he 
couldn't. Carlyle tells of Ney, whom the emperor 
called ‘« the bravest of the brave,’’ raging through that 
fearful carnival of death crying, ‘‘Is there no bullet 
for me?'’ Czeesar, Hannibal, Napoleon, Wellington, 
Grant, Lee, Sheridan, Jackson, —did these great Cap- 
tains never feel the sense of fear? Their critics will 
answer ‘‘yes,"’ their admirers, ‘‘no.’’ If I have the 
casting vote, I will have to vote with the ‘*ayes."’ 

And why? Well, because they were men before 
they were soldiers. They were human beings. And 
if I may judge from my own limited and narrow ex- 
perience, ranging through one generation and all 
around the world, I have never met more than a half 
dozen men who declared they had never felt the sense 
of fear. And none of these were soldiers, and all of 
them were liars. 

And ‘another reason I have for thinking these great 
Captains knew what it was to be afraid, is that they 
were splendid soldiers and brave men. And no man 
reaches the highest point of courage who has not over- 
come fear. Fear—it is a part of our humanity. In 
the truest story of the race that was ever written, fear 
is named before love or hate: ‘<I heard thy voice in 
the garden, and I was afraid.’’ So the first man that 
ever lived was tormented by fear. And Abraham was 
wounded by it. And Jacob. And Moses. And 
David. And his mightiest soldier, Joab. And Peter, 
the bravest of the Twelve. And Paul, the great apos- 
tle. I tell you, man, if you have never known fear, 
your courage has never been tested. The bravest men 
are converted cowards, 


The Sifting Worse than Fighting 

What is a coward, then? The sort of man who 
is disgraced before the regiment because he has dis- 
honored the colors,—whose military buttons are cut 
off, whose head is shaved, and who is drummed out 
of service down the length of the line on parade to 
the ‘* Rogue’s March’’ ? What makes him a coward? 

He was all right when he enlisted. He knew as 
much, which is to say, as little, about war as the rest 
of us. He knew that a soldier was mighty liable to 
get shot. He counted the chances. He was a pa- 
triotic citizen. He loved his country well enough to 
offer and to risk his life for her. What made him a 
coward ? 

Well, the sifting process is something terribly dras- 
tic. It's worse than fighting. The men who failed 
at the brook test could have gone through the battle 
with the Midianites all right could they have crossed 
the brook in the right spirit. The awful quiet before 
the battle ; the muffted hum of preparation ; nothing 
to do but form and wait, with plenty of time to think 
about it. And the environment does not suggest 
pleasant lines of contemplation. You note how small 
your own regiment is—two hundred men. But you 
picture the Confederate Eighth Georgia, right in your 
front, with nine hundred fighters. Really it isn't so 


"hor 


large as your own, but you don’t know that. As the 
battle draws nearer and closes around you, a score of 
things happen to ‘‘scare’’ a man, even though he 
may be a brave soldier. And they scare the coward 
a great deal more. 

As you lie on the ground to hide the position of the 
regiment from the enemy and to keep underneath the 
searching shell fire and the skirmish shots that get 
past your skirmishers, a man is talking to you, with 
his face turned toward your own, a foot away. You 
are listening to him with interest, because he is asking 
you about something that happened in your own 
town, in the Lincoln campaign. As you start to 
answer him, something fearful blots out his face with 
a smear of blood, and he is a shuddering thing with- 
out voice or breath or soul, huddled there at your side. 
A shell has burst above your company and a piece of 
it struck that man in the face like an angry specter 
that resented his question. 

Before you get over this, as you look along the line 
for encouragement in the faces of men braver than 
yourself, your eye catches the glance of a soldier four 
or five files away. A smile plays on his lips in answer 
to your glance, which he rightly interprets. Then 
suddenly his face whitens like death. He lifts his 
head a little; his open mouth gasps for air—once— 
twice. Then he lays his face back on the grass as 
quietly as though he were going to sleep. A bullet 
hissing along through the grass like a leaden serpent 
had just found his heart. 


And This Is War 

Another shell bursts over you with a sudden 
shriek and a cloud of stinging smoke that burns 
your eyes, and half a dozen ragged fragments hurtle 
through the blue dusk. One of them snaps like a 
mad dog at the foot of a comrade, tears and shatters 
the tiny bones of ankle and foot. The man screams 
with agony. As they carry him away, he troubles the 
air with his cries, for he knows he is a cripple for life. 

The regiment rises to its feet and begins at the 
command ‘‘’Ten-shun!’’ ‘Commence firing !'’ 
The man next you who has closed up that first 
hideous interval is vigorously ramming a cartridge 
down his rifle. He says to you, ‘*What shall I do? 
This cartridge is jammed!*’ ‘*Spat!’’ a spiteful 
minie ball interrupts him, as it crushes the elbow of 
the lifted arm with a sound so cruel that you flinch 
with the other man's pain, But he—he twists his face 
into a grimace to hide his hurt and answers his own 
question, ‘‘I1 won't do anything with it!’ as he walks 
back to the rear, a one-armed man. 

Sometimes a tragedy has a ghastly sense of won- 
derment that is near to grim humor. In the assault 
on Vicksburg I saw a comrade stoop twice in vain 
efforts to pick up his musket, knocked from his grasp, 
before I could call to him that his hand was gone. A 
bullet had cut away every finger on his right hand, 
and all that he felt was a painless sense of numbness. 
My face must have showed what I thought, for an 
older soldier, laughing as he capped his musket, 
said : 

‘«That’s all right, Bobbie; you're liable to get 
killed any minute and never know a thing about it !’’ 

That's what I thought. But his confirmation 
wasn't half so reassurifig as it sounded. 

Then, again, as the regiment stands in line waiting 
for the ‘‘ Forward"’ that will send it like a whirlwind 
upon the battery in its front, a great solid shot with a 
devilish shriek, wasting its mighty force ona life that 
a tiny rifle bullet could destroy as completely, smites 
a man in the chest, and hurls him twenty feet out of 
the line, tearing him to pieces like a wild beast. 

Now, if after all these things you still want to fight, if 
you shout loud and long and exultantly as you spring 
forward to follow the flag when it advances, then you 
have got across the brook with only one or two re- 
freshing laps at the cool water that bubbled in allur- 
ing crystals around your knees. Now you can be 
trusted with trumpet and pitcher and sword. Now, 
‘*faint, yet pursuing,’’ you will hang on the trail of 
your beaten enemy like a hound on the trail of the wolf. 

But the hardest fight took place and the great vic- 
tory was won when you fought with yourself as you 
splashed through the brook with your head in the air. 

PasapENna, CAL, 
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Shall We Be Fair to Genesis ? 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 





N ONE of our cities there exists what is known as 
the ‘‘ Borrowed Time Club,’’ made up of persons 
who are seventy or more years of age. When 

the members of the Borrowed Time Club were little 
children they were taught, from the first chapter of 
Genesis, that God created the earth and the skies, 
some six or seven thousand years ago, in six suc- 
cessive days of twenty-four hours each, as measured 
by the clock. Many of them, however, knew more 
theology than is now known by most little children. 
They were told that God is infinite ; that God is not 
a mere magnified man, though we can talk about him 
only in human words; that when the account says 
that God ‘‘rested,'’ that is a way of speaking, and 
was not intended to imply that God ever gets tired ; 
that when it says that God spoke, it does not mean 
that he has lips and tongue. 

They were also taught, however, that the same in- 
finite God who created the world also keeps it in be- 
ing. The boy was taught, for example, not only that 
God originally made the universe, but that God made 
him—made his body and his soul, It did not occur 
to him that this was inconsistent with his having been 
born and his eating food and his growing. He 
thought of God as the maker of all things, and as 
making most things with the use of natural forces as 
a means. His idea of the matter was of course a 
child's idea, but it was not as mechanical as many 
persons now seem to imagine, 

Most of the present members of the Borrowed Time 
Club, when they were little children, were more or 
less familiar with the idea of evolution, though they 
may oftener have heard it called ‘‘development."’ 
The change wrought by Darwin and Spencer and 
their associates was not the introducing of the idea of 
evolution, but that of particular doctrines of é¢volu- 
tion. Religious people of past generations have rec- 
ognized the phenomena of evolution, though not as a 
substitute for God's activity in. bringing things to 
pass. 


When the “ Borrowed Time Club ’’ Went to School 

Great changes, however, occurred in the popular 
scientific beliefs of men, and there was great activity 
in publishing these changes during the years when 
the members of the Borrowed Time Club were pass- 
ing through school and college. On the basis of 
generations of geological study men reached the con- 
clusion that the earth was not suddenly made about 
six thousand years ago, but that it has been formed 
by gradual processes, through uncounted ages. 

Up to this stage it was not clearly known among 
scholars that several of the pre-Abrahamic Bible 
stories exist in other versions than the Bible version. 
At length, however, Assyrian copies of Babylonian 
documents were discovered, showing that the stories 
of beginnings which we have in the Bible were also 
current in Babylonia, though with details different 
from those found in the Bible. More recently there 
have been discovered Babylonian fragments of some 
of these stories, dating from times long before Abra- 
ham, The earliest narratives which we have in the 
Bible are stories which were widely circulated in very 
early times, among different peoples, and with differ- 
ences in details, Either the Bible writers copied and 
changed the Babylonian stories, or the Babylonians 
copied and changed the biblical, or both obtained 
them from some more ultimate source, 

These being the elements of the problem, the 
crypto-agnostic criticism first of all insists on the 
ultra-mechanical interpretation of the first narrative in 
Genesis—the making of the sky and the earth and its 
inhabitants in six clock-measured days, with no ap- 
preciation of the anthropomorphic character of the 
expressions used, Then it rejects the idea that there 
is any element of true fact in the narrative, and 
rejects all the attempts to bring the account into har- 
mony with science, It not only finds no fact in this 
narrative ; it refuses to seek for any. 

‘¢To seek for even a kernel of historical fact in 
such cosmogonies is inconsistent with a scientific 
point of view.’ (‘*Creation’’ in Encyclopedia Bib- 
lica). 

With some differences among themselves its advo- 
cates affirm that this Genesis narrative was written 
after the Babylonian exile. They say that the de- 


Is it reasonable to suppose that in the days when 
Genesis was written, and when the scientific knowl- 
edge of to-day was unattained by men, human be- 
ings could write an account of the creation which 
was accurate ? Is it reasonable to believe that God 
would inspire men with knowledge that would be 
an anachronism—not a part of the time or the age 
in which they lived? This is one of the questions 
which the Destructive Criticism asks of those who 
believe in the accuracy of Genesis. Professor 
Beecher answers the question. 
This remarkable series, with much material 
not given in these colunins, is contained in 
Professor Beecher’s book, ‘“‘ Reasonable Bib- 
lical Criticism,” to be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company (81.50). 








scendants of the Jews whom Nebuchadnezzar carried 
away found the Assyrian copies in Mesopotamia, re- 
constructed the story so as to eliminate the polytheistic 
elements, and thus made of it the narrative which we 
now have, which is therefore merely a reworked piece 
of Babylonian folklore. 

What is the truth in the case? 

Suppose the case of a person having some familiar- 
ity with the nebular hypothesis and with geology, and 
also having a good habit of literary appreciation and 
some degree of religious knowledge and insight, but 
who has never heard of this first narrative in Genesis ; 
and suppose this person to read the narrative as a lit- 
erary product to him entirely new ; what would such 
a person make of it? 

He would readily ascertain that the subject of the 
narrative is God's originating the earth and its pro- 


ducts and inhabitants, the heavens conting in only for ' the" Bets WK" WHIch # Veale: ~The ‘events. "user: 


subsidiary mention. He would note the technical 
word ‘‘create,’’ Finding it defined in some diction- 
aries as meaning to make out of nothing, he would 
perhaps verify the definition by looking up the pas- 
sages where the word occurs, If so, he would find 
that in the Bible this word means to originate divinely, 
whether from pre-existing materials or not, No be- 
ing except God creates; but God creates, for exam- 
ple, the successive generations of men and animals 
that are born (¢, g., Psa. 89 : 47; 104: 30; Isa. 54: 
16; Ezek, 21 ; 30; Mal. 2: 10), and not their origi- 
nal progenitors merely. You may hold it to be true 
that ultimately all which God makes is made of noth- 
ing, but the Bible often uses the word ‘‘ create’’ where 
there are mediate processes. Wespeak of God as the 
Creator of the persons and things that now exist. 
The subject of this first narrative in Genesis is the 
divine origination of things, whatever mediate processes 
may or may not have entered into the origination. 


What Does the Record Really Show ? 

Among the events recorded are first the orderless 
earth, in watery darkness, but with the Spirit of God 
operating upon it; then light alternating with dark- 
ness as day and night ; then a water surface for the 
earth, with the open expanse above it, and other 
waters above that; then the emerging of the land 
surface ; then the making of the sun and moon and 
stars to be luminaries to the earth ; then the animals 
of the water and the air ; then the land animals, with 
man as the highest. 

Suppose we are not yet ready to decide whether these 
events are fact or are fictitious. If, however, for the 
sake of reasoning, we suppose them to be fact, then 
they are not a complete account of all that occurred, 
but only a few events selected from among myriads. 

Further, supposing these events to be fact, then the 
work of each of the six creative days is still in pro- 
cess, The light still exists, with alternating day and 
night. We may see the earth’s water surface with 
the open expanse above it, and the waters of the 
clouds above that; and the process is still incom- 
plete, for the surface of the earth is still liable to 
change. Similar statements might be made concern- 
ing each of the other great events. All this inter- 
prets the fact that the author of the narrative is silent 
as to the close of each of these events. We have no 
right to infer that he intended us to understand that 
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each event terminated before the next began; we 
should rather understand that they all overlap. 

Again, supposing these events to be facts, they are 
facts as appearing to a supposable observer, and not 
as adjusted to the theories of geology or of mathe- 
matical astronomy. ~ . 

Once more, supposing these events to be of the 
nature of fact, they are processes which have occupied 
uncounted thousands of years. This is very different 
from saying that the creative days were periods of 
many thousands of years, The events, provided they 
are fact and not fancy, occupied the whole range of 
geological time, no matter what conclusion you may 
reach concerning the days. 

In fine, supposing this. narrative to be a narrative 
of facts, it begins with the earth as an immense 
vaporous, inorganic, rotating mass. It is surfaceless, 
its constituent materials reaching out in every direc- 
tion into space, but it is under the influence of a 
divine cosmical force which is reducing it to. order. 
In process of time the rotating mass becomes ap- 
proximately delimited ; and then, at any point where 
the future surface will be, there is alternation of day 
and night. The sun is not visible through the over- 
hanging vapor, but there is dim daylight during half 
of each rotation of the mass. -In process of time the 
water surface of the planet becomes differentiated. It 
is one vast ocean, and over it the open expanse, but 
with water in the form of vapor above the expanse, 
so thick that the sun is still invisible. As time rolls 
on, the land surface emerges from the water. The 
beginnings of land vegetation follow, the narrator not 
mentioning marine vegetation at all. Then the sun 
and moon and stars become visible luminaries, and 
animal life begins. 


The Genesis Record Endures 
If the ‘Genesis narrative ‘deals with facts, these are 


are ‘not mythical or fanciful ; they are the same great ° 
cosmical ‘facts which science now sets forth in its 
astronomical and geological and biological generali-: 
zations, There is no question of reconciling Genesis 
and science; there is instead the unmistakable fact 
that science verifies the outline and the important 
details of the account given in Genesis. 

Of course this showing is remarkable. This nar- 
rator was doubtless ignorant of the scientific discoveries 
of the centuries, and yet he has somehow got hold of 
certain permanent facts, which were true in the 
light of whatever knowledge men had in his time, 
which have remained true to whatever knowledge 
men have since acquired, and which will remain true 
in the future, no matter how far science may outgrow 
its present generalizations. 

The thing becomes more remarkable when we con- 
trast the biblical version of this ancient story with the 
other ancient versions of it. They all alike start in 
the conception of primeval chaos. So far, they might 
all claim to be in agreement with the nebular 
hypothesis, But the others at once become grotesque. 
There is not in any of them a trace of an orderly cos- 
mical process, much less of the particular cosmical 
process which makes the narrative in Genesis parallel 
with the course of events as defined by human dis- 
coveries, 

Of course there are those who will say that the 
writer of the Genesis narrative cannot possibly have 
known the facts that we have found in his produc- 
tion, and that we must therefore give some other 
meaning to whathe says. This is illegitimate reason- 
ing. How can you tell what he knew, except from 
what hesays? If the thing was beyond his knowledge, 
how can you account for his saying it? Some old- 
fashioned person will account for the Genesis writer’ s 
having and uttering this knowledge by saying that 
God gave it to him by special revelation ; can you 
give a better account of the matter? Suppose we 
state it a little more cautiously, though perhaps with- 
out any real difference in the meaning. There have 
been cases in which religious earnestness has given 
men remarkable insight into the nature of things. 
Can this be explained as one of those cases? Whether 
you can account for it or not, careful study vindicates 
the concrete truthfulness of the first narrative in Genesis, 

Ausurn, N. Y, 




















LESSON FOR MARCH 31 (Review) 





Making the Lesson Vivid 


UICK, sudden jumps from one thought to an- 
Q other, with for-the-time-being seeming irrele- 
vance, often stimulate the child-mind *and 
prepare it to be receptive. Draw your pen-pictures 
vividly. Let the pupils see the scene portrayed. Be 
wide awake, and your class will not go to sleep. 
Sometimes enter into the discussion of the lesson at 
once, with neither introduction nor apology. At 
other times approach somewhat slowly through the 
gateway to the open door, before finally entering the 
inner room of the topic. 

Use maps,—maps of Palestine, maps of the world. 
Let the boys and girls see that these places we are 
studying about are real places ; have their school 
geography there in the class, and correlate biblical 
places with modern maps. If you can have a globe 
so much the better. 

Teachers are beginning to realize that we must join 
the public school knowledge with the Sunday-school 
lessons. Not go away from the Bible,—oh, no ; but, 
by means of what they already know of geography, 
history, and literature, we are enabled to’ fix the 
Bible truths firmly in the minds of our pupils in the 
Sunday-school. — Ella Bartlett Simmons, Plateau 
City, Col. 4 


When Nellie King Came Back 


It might have happened, and it is hap- 
pening in many a class where the teacher 
wonders if the work is worth while, 


‘¢ A ND the reward to the faithful teacher will come 
after many days.’" Mrs, Churchill suddenly 
leaned forward ; the speaker's closing words 

had unconsciously ‘clashed with her own thoughts. 

Ever since she-had ‘arrived.at the convention, a dele- 

gate from a large city Sunday-school, her mind had 

been filled with disappointing recollections over the 
failure of her long term of teaching, 

She glanced about at the delegates. They were for 
the most part young and enthusiastic. Perhaps that 
was why they were so sure about a ‘‘reward,’’ rea- 
soned Mrs. Churchill, It wasn’t very many years 
since she had been a young teacher. How the years 
fell back as she recalled those early days in thg Sunday- 
school! But somehow she had made a failure. Her 
class, composed of working girls, had never become a 
large organization. Through the years the girls had 
come and gone. Some of them had become Chris- 
tians and joined the church, but it was usually in a 
time of revival meetings, and Mrs. Churchill never 
knew whether her teaching had helped them in their 
decisions, She had tried to do her best, but as no 
reward had come to her it was evident that she was a 
failure, and the honest thing to do was to give up the 
class to some one who was better fitted to get results. 

So occupied was she with these thoughts that she 
scarcely realized the session had closed until her at- 
tention was directed to a woman in the crowd who 
was making frantic efforts to reach her. She was 
such a poorly-dressed, odd little woman that those 
who saw her could but wonder what she might have 
in common with the richly-gowned Mrs. Churchill. 

‘« Don't you remember me?'’ she questioned in a 
nervous manner. 

‘«Why—why—” stammered Mrs. Churchill, trying 
in vain to recall the eager, thin little face. 

‘* Don’t you remember Nellie King, one of the first 
members of your Sunday-school class years ago in the 
Park Church ?’’ explained the stranger. ‘‘I always 
calculated to write and tell you bout my gettin’ mar- 
ried and why I left so sudden, but somehow I never 
got to it. But I ain’t never forgot you and the good 
you and that Sunday-school class done me. I don’t 
like to think of what I might have been if you hadn't 
took me in.'’ This last with a choking sob, as Mrs. 
Churchill gently drew the little woman close beside 
her in the empty pew. 

‘*We live on a farm four miles from here, and 
when I heard of this meetin’ I told my man I was 
comin’ to it just to see Margaret Weston,’’ she con- 
tinued, after a moment's pause. ‘‘I knowed you'd 
be interested in such meetings and you'd be comin’ 
to it, and I knowed well enough your marryin' a big 
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‘lawyer like Judge Churchill couldn't make you any 


different. 

**Say, I've got five children,’’ she exclaimed 
proudly. ‘* My oldest girl is named after you, and 
I'm bringin’ them all up to go to Sunday-school. Me 
and my man go with 'em, and we're goin’ to join the 
church too. Lots of times when it comes Sunday 
we’ re that tired it seems like maybe we'd better stay 
to home and rest. Then I think of you, and I can 
see you just as plain a-goin’ to meetin’ every Sunday 
and teachin’ that class of girls what ain’t had ’van- 
tages like you had. And I say to my man that we'd 
better go because it’s what you'd want me to do. 

‘You can't imagine the comfort I take tellin’ my 
children 'bout your house and all your lovely furni- 
ture, and how you used to have us all up there. You 
gave me a lot of pleasant things to think about. Some 
days when I get all discouraged with the work and 
worry of bein’ so poor, I set down and think of you, 
and try to remember what you used to teach us ‘bout 
Jesus and God and heaven, and bein’ good and tryin’ 
te do our duty ; and I declare, before I know it I'm 
back a-singin’ at my work. I've been tellin’ our 
neighbors ‘bout you and your class, and I’m gettin’ 
them to go to Sunday-school too. . 

‘*Our baby died Jast year,'’ she said in the next 
breath, lowering her voice and pausing to choke back 
a sob. ‘She was the prettiest little thing you ever 
saw, and it seemed as though we never could put her 
down in the cold, black ground. I was nearly crazy, 
till all of a sudden I thought of you and that lesson 
you taught’ bout heaven and the many mansions, and 
how it wasn't far off and cold like, but near to us and 
beautiful and homelike, and how God loved little chil- 
dren more than any earthly father loves his children. 
Oh,"" she sighed, ‘‘you can’t imagine how it eased 
the ache here,’’ pointing her thin, work-worn hand to 


‘ her heart. 


‘* But land sakes,'’ she concluded, rising abruptly 
and glancing about the almost deserted church. ‘I 
must sure be goin’ home. It ll be dark before I get 
there, and there’s a lot of work for me to do, and the 
children and my man fairly crazy for me to tell’ bout 
my seein’ you. I ain’t one to forget all you did for 
me, and every day I'm tryin’ to be the kind of 
woman you'd like to have me be.”’ 

Five minutes later Mrs, Churchill was hurrying to 
the station, her thoughts filled with a cievout thanks- 
giving. Her long years of teaching had not been a 
failure. Shehad helped one poor, hardworking woman 
to live a better and a happier life. And who could 
tell-how many lives that woman and her children 
would influence ?—Frances Bowman, Sidney Center, 
N.Y. 


Winning Hearts and Polishing Brains 


NCE upon a time a young lady took a Sunday- 
day-school class. She was eighteen, and they 
were, about eight. She was an average young 

lady, and they were average children. She started 
with high ideals and noble purposes, which she confi- 
dently expected to realize in a few months at least. 


. She firmly believed that the chief end and aim of the 


Sunday-school was to make people know the Bible, — 
that the object of every Sunday-school pupil should 
be to learn the Bible, and the mission of every Sun- 
day-school teacher was to teach the Bible. Certainly 
there was no fault to be found with these standards, 
Like Timothy, she had been well drilled in the Scrip- 
tures through the ministrations of a godly mother and 
grandmother. She believed that it was hér business 
out of her brimfulness to pour knowledge into the 
brim-emptiness of her pupils’ minds. This she faith- 
fully attempted. Sometimes she was amazed—yes, 
positively shocked—to find such emptiness, such 
ignorance. In her childhood home not to know 
things you ought to know at a certain age was con- 
sidered disgraceful, To be an ignoramus, biblical or 
any other sort, was almost like being a criminal. She 
was burdened with her pupils’ needs. Not a week 
went by that she did not ask herself, ‘«‘ How may I be 
a more efficient teacher ?'’ 

One day, something suddenly came to her, —some- 
thing she had learned by heart ever so long ago. It 


, Pupils ove and arti 


Cheer and Counsel for the Teacher 


was this: ‘If I have all. knowledge, but have not 
love, I am nothing.’’ Was that the answer to the 
query, ‘‘ How may I become a more efficient teacher ?'’ 
She certainly had not ‘all knowledge.'’ She had 
love,—a little love. It had been not knowledge, but 
love, that helped to bring three of those girls to Christ. 
Yet there had-not been love enough ; and what there 
had been had not been freely expressed. 

Would you like to have your pupils love you a great 
deal? Love them just twice as much as you want 
them to love you. Does that seem unfair and one- 
sided? Remember what an immeasurably great love 
was required on the part of God to awaken a feeble 
response in you. Love, when once born, may be 
kept alive on very little nourishment, but it takes 
great love to produce love. 

Would you have your pupils love the Bible? You 
can’t make them do it merely by loving it yourself. 
You stand before them with the book you love in your 
hand. There seems a gulf between you and them. 
They will not cross the gulf and take the Bible to 
their hearts just because you tell them they should. 
You are not going to love something which does not 
appeal to you when a person who does not appeal to 
you recommends it. But you will give up cherished 
habits and opinions and adopt opinions and *habits 
which seem foreign to your nature when love says, 
**Do this,’’ ‘‘ Don't do that,’’ If you want people 
to love what you love you must make them love you. 

Would you win souls to Christ? First, win hearts 
to yourself. ‘*‘ Howcan I do that?’ our teacher asks 
herself, «‘I, of all people!'* No two people can be 
winning in the same way, but every one may be in 
some way. You must find your own way. One 
easy help in winning a heart is a smile that 
comes from the heart. _ You must win hearts, — 
not to keep them for yourself, but to give them to 
Him to whom you have already given yourself. 

Don't discard your knowledge, Don't belittle it in 
yourself or in anybody else. But don’t put it ahead 
of what should go before it. Polish brains, but don't 
let hearts get rusty. Remember the time-worn in- 
junction in regard to the relationship of the horse and 
the cart.—Annie R. Hunter, Washington, D. C. 


u 
A Federation of Girls’ Classes 


HE classes of young women in their teens and 
early twenties in the Ninth Street Baptist Sun- 
day-school of Cincinnati are all enrolled under 

one name, ‘' Philatheg.'" There are ten of these 
classes of young woinen, and in order to help the 
members to get acquainted and be of mutual assist- 
ance to each other, the teachers, with the superin- 
tendent of the school, have agreed to organize them 
into a federation under a superintendent, This officer 
is a teacher of one of the largest of these classes. 

This new Philathea Department meets one evening 
of each month, from 7.30 to 9.30, for industrial, de- 
votional, and social conference. The industrial de- 
partment is divided into class-groups under the 
instruction of class members who have pronounced 
ability along any certain line. One class happens 
to have a member who is a promising young 
milliner ; this girl instructs a class in her art. _ An- 
other, whose gift is for embroidery, has a large and 
interested class. Literature, languages, drawing, 
fine needlework, -and other ‘useful accomplishments 
are being taught. As the class-groups are formed 
indiscriminately from the various classes, the girls 
are thrown together, and the acquaintance of the 
different Philatheas extended. The class teachers 
meet with the girls when it can be conveniently done, 
but the Philathea superintendent, of course, feels it 
necessary to supervise these gatherings. 

The federation does not in any way take the place 
of the regular class organization, but really deepens 
the class spirit, for each class is ambitious to be of 
some good to the whole, and is pleased to contribute 
a teacher to the federation, which enrols about two 
hundred girls. Besides the industrial feature of its 
work, the Philathea Department hopes to undertake 
some large enterprises for missions, benevolence, and 
the local work of its own Sunday-school.—LZiizabeth 
Ferguson Seat, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


NE of the hag experiences of a lifetime is the 
day you first set foot on foreign soil. For 
ears you have looked at maps, and you have 
seen pictures; you have read histories, and possibly 
you have seen the great —— swing away from their 
docks, get straightened out by the hustling and puff- 
ing little tugs, and move away slowly down the har- 
bor. One day you tread the deck of the great ship, 
and are yourself landed on the soil of a country not 
your own, where everybody else is at home, and for 
the first timein your life you find yourself a foreigner. 
Suppose you have reached London, that greatest 
city on the globe, that city where so much of the his- 
tory of England has been made, about which so 
much has been written, whose streets and courts 
have been the scene of such mighty commerce and 
such gorgeous pageants. And now you have actu- 
ally come to London, but how commonplace it leoks! 
You step into a cab or ‘‘'bus,” and you move down 
streets that look very much like those at liome, rows 
of brick buildings, here and there a handsome man- 
sion, and again a park, Next day you say, ‘‘I am 
dissatisfied, I must see this city.” You go forth 
and walk and ride till sundown, and return with 
greater,confusion than ever. 

Then you grow wiser and realize that you need a 
plan and a guide. An English friend comes and 
offers to guide you. First, he lays out a map and 
helps you trace the great historic streets and parks, 
and. points out the relative location of Westminster 
Abbey, Trafalgar Square, St. Paul's, the Tower of 
London, and other places like them, Then on the 
morrow he starts out with you,‘and holding the map 
in hand shows you just what street you are passing 
along, and tells you the rich history of some of those 
dingy-looking buildings till your‘heart and imagina- 
tion are aflame, f 

So it is in getting into the Gospel history. It seems 
vague and meaningless until one who knows the way 
can give us a bird's-eye view, a map of the Gospels, 
and lead us to a clear understanding of where we are 
going. A good review is the best lesson of all if it 
opens up the way to a better grasp of the entire scope 
of the gospel story. The fascination of the study of 
the New Testament is more than doubled to the one 
who has gained a general conception of the aim and 
spirit of the New Testament writers. 


Ce ne en ra 


The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles id the Times] 


The conduct of the lesson on a review day should 
vary considerably with the age and mental equip- 
ment of the class. In every case, however, the effort 
will be best repaid which endeavors to link together 
the lessons of the quarter and to show their unity. 
With older classes, whose grasp of the details is rea- 
sonably sure, more time should be taken to thie work 
of unifying the material. Professor Clow's article is 
arranged on just this plan, and shows the interlock- 
ing steps in the moral structure whose development 
we are following. With younger classes it will be 
best to make a brief and clear survey of the material 
itself; Professor Riddle gives the concise digest of 
the facts. Mr, Ridgway gives the catchy, practical, 
moral interpretation. r, Wells’ plan is most excel- 
lent; his last two paragraphs supply a rich fund of 
practical questions. Should the teacher like to go 
over the lessons from a geographical viewpoint, Miss 
Lovett’s article will suggest a good plan that cculd 
easily be elaborated, and that would have the advan- 
tage of lending itself more readily to the blackboard 
or maps and the stereoscope. 

It wil) be well to make a careful study of the 
bird's-eye view of the life of Christ which is 
suggested in this article, ‘‘The Class in Session,” 
and it would be an especial help to use in this con- 
nection Professor Matthew B. Riddle’s ‘Outline 
Harmony of the Gospels,” or some more elaborate 
outline of Jesus’ life. 


The Class in Session 
.. The object of the two-years’ course of lessons on 
the life of Jesus Christ in which we are engaged is to 
gain an orderly and a clear idea of what Jesus did 
and what sort of character he presented. general 
understanding of his character as sinless, loving, and 
strong would probably be gained by.an irregular and 
almost casual reading of scattered bits in any one of 
the Gospels. An intelligent idea of Jesus, however, 
can only be gained by exercising enough application 
to acquire a general view of his three-years’ public 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 31. FIRST QUARTERLY. REVIEW 


Golden Text: The people that sat in darkness saw a great light ; and to them that sat 
in the region and shadow of death did light spring up.— Matthew 4: 16 


mini The teacher should make the effort to 
show the relation of the twelve lessons just con- 
cluded to the whole Gospelstory. Professor Riddle’s 
Harmony contains a clear and exceptionally useful 
outline of the Gospel records, The following brief 
outline will act as an index to some who have no 
access to other reference books: 


~— lived thirty-three " 
From the time of his infancy until he was thirty years 
old one event only in his life is known (Luke 2 : 41-51). 

His ministry was about three and a-half years in duration. 

The days of his ministry of which the Gospels give any 
record at all are, all told, not over thirty-five, 

We assume that he was born December 25, 5 B.C, 

1. Thirty years of private life. 

2. Opening events of his ministry, baptism, temptation, 
and first miracle; from the summer of A.D. 26 to April, 
A.D. 27. 

3- Judean minist 
(Recorded only by J 
course.) 

4. First oe of Galilean ministry (December A.D. 27 
to May A.D. 28). Closing (Mark 2: 23 to 3: 6) when 
the Herodians and Pharisees took counsel to kill Jesus. 

5. Second period: of Galilean ministry (May, A. D. 28, 
to May, A. D. 29), closing (Mark 7 : 1-23) pear pe 4 teach- 
ing the difference between real and ceremonial defilement. 

6, Third period of Galilean ministry (closing Sept., A. D. 


(April to December A, D. 27). 
n, and not included in our present 


29). 

7. The Perean ministry (Nov., A. D. 29, to April, A.D. 
30). 

8, Passion Week, Sunday, April 2, to Sunday, April 9, 
A. D, 30. : 


9. The forty days: from the Resurrection to the Ascen- 
sion, April 9 to May 18, A. D. jo. 

Pupils are confused by seeming variations in the 
Gospels, and are very much helped when it is pointed 
out to them that these Gospels do not pretend to be 
complete biographies. We have no complete bieg- 
raphy of Jesus.. Each Gospel would be better de- 
scribed as an ‘‘impression,” ‘There are now printed 
something over eleven hundred books about Abraham 


, Lineoln. Some treat him as alawyer, some as a poli- 
tician, others as a husband and father, others as a 


war president ; it is like writing about ‘a massive 
cathedral, —different men may write of it as they see 
it from different views. Soa the Gospels are about 
the same Christ from different viewpoints. Matthew 
sees Jesus the jevied Messiah ; Mark, Jesus the ser- 
vant of men ; Luke (who was probably a Gentile fol- 
lower of Jesus) writes. of the Redeemer of sinners ; 
John writes of Jesus as the Incarnate Son of 

The tirst three are more similar to each other than 
any of them are to John, and are called the Synoptic 
Gospels ‘* because combined they present a general 
and harmonized view of Christ's life,” We are using 
the three Synoptic Gospels in our studies. 

The twelve lessons we have now completed take 
us nearly prog the fourth section of Jesus’ min- 
istry, as outlined above. 

The first six lessons give us, as it were, the begin- 
nings,—the background, the setting; they are the 
first coming of the gray and brightening light on the 
horizon, he latter six are the first fresh morning 
light with the sun cinbing toward its place; 

Professor Clow shows the important inner mean- 
ing of the lessons as they succeed each other. It is 
a wondrous story that we are studying: the simple 
beginnings and the gradual unfolding of a character 
porrecty uman, but so far beyond us that it seems to 

long to a different world. And hidden in this sim- 
ple, normal human life is a resistless power that, like 
the rising tide, will gradually engulf the broken and 
ra shore of human discord till all be SS 
in the ocean of His love. The: study of life 
Jesus Christ is not merely a historical study, for he 
whose life we study is now living and working greater 








Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: The people that sat in dark- 
ness saw a great light; and tothem that sat inthe region and 


shadow of death did light spring up.— Matt. 4: 16. 

1 Jonmeny 7-—The Birth of John the Baptist 
NL sn oo tee ee ee kek eRe ko Luke 1 : 5-23 
2, January 14.—The Birth of John the Baptist. . . . Luke 1: 57-80 
3. January 21.—The Birth of Jesus... .. . ». « » . Luke-2: 1-20 
4. January 28.—The Presentation in the Temple . . . Luke 2: 22-39 
$ ebruary 4.—The Wise Men Led by the Star. ..... Matt. 2 
. February 1z.—The Boy Jesus in the sengte . « « » Luke 2: 40-52 

9. February 18.—The Ministry of John the 
a PRE a Mark 1: 1-8; Luke 3: 1-20 

8. February 25.—The Baptism and Temptation of 


ark 1: 0-13; Matt. 4: 1-12 


ae ee eee ae ee Mark 2: 14-28; Luke 5: 2-22 


zo, March 1r0.—Jesus the Healer. ... Mark 1 : 290-45; Matt. 4: 23-25 
31. March 17.—The Paralytic Forgiven and Healed . . Mark 2: 1-12 
12, March 24.—Feasting and Fasting. .......~ Mark 2 : 13-22 


13. March 31.—Review 
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changes to-day than in those days when for a few 


_years he dwelt in Judea in human form. Govern- 


ments, individuals, and political parties crumble or 
stand as they fit into his resistless development of 
that better state of things called the kingdom of God. 


A Lesson Summary 


As you pause to think over this section of the life 
of Christ, you are most of all impressed with the 
great naturalness of it all. A baby, and a boy, 
growing up as a fine, clean, obedient lad, obliged to 
contribute to the support of the family, and not 
marked in any way except by his sinlessness. He 
came into public view in a time of revival, and as is 
most natural he begins to contribute to the religious 
zeal of the revival. When John is silenced by im- 
prisonment, this apparent disciple of his blazes out 
as one who is greater even than John, and that is 
saying considerable, for people considered John the 
equal of any prophet in Hebrew history, But now 
you would have observed a change in the manner 
and tone of Jesus, and he begins to do great deeds of 
healing, so that it is apparent that he is of more than 
ordinary quality. But in all this you would have 
seen nothing but what a child could understand,—a 
fine, big; kind-voiced man, who did kind deeds and 
talked most graciously. 

There was nothing about Jesus different from other 
men on the outside; the only real difference was in- 
side. He had the same sort of brains, and talked 
with a tongue, and used the same words as other 
men, but the difference was inside his heart. He did 
no sin. He was never selfish nor unjust. We see 
that he prayed for ‘strength, as we must, and grew 
weary and slept, as we must. The only thing we 
need is to be like him inside in our. hearts. The 
world is allright, our bodies and brains:areall right; 
the trouble is within us. He offered to make no 
change in human life except in the hearts of human 
beings. That was his great mission. How he taught 
this, and how he made this change’ possible, is the 
story we have begun to study. It is a natural, a 
normal, and a human thing to ‘* be good.” 

for Class Use 

. Of what sort of ancestry did John come? 

. How was John prepared for his work? 

How did it happen that Jesus was born in Bethlehem ? 
. When did Jesus first appear publicly ? 

Who were his first five disciples ? 

How was Jesus tempted? . 
. What right did he have to forgive sins ? 
What did he teach about fasting ? 

9. Why did some men oppose him ? 


Other Teaching Points 


How wise Joseph and Mary were in not attempting to 
force any premeenee development with their son Jesus, in 
spite of all the great expectations that must have been 
aroused at the time of his birth. 

Really great men always have a sense of the boundaries 
of their powers and their place. John knew that Jesus 
was greater than he, and was content to have it so. 

The best way to defeat temptation is Jesus’ way,—be 
filled with the antidote for it, the truth of God’s . 

For making us fishers of men, Jesus only asks that we 
let him educate us. 

Opposition,to Jesus generally arises from some very prac- 
tical source. Either his truth condemns our business, our 
custom, or our friends ; or to accept his teaching and fol- 
low him would mean a great and radical change that we 
are unwilling to face. . 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 

interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions ques- 

tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.] 


(2 Cor, 15 : 2-11.) 


Our next study is a forward look at the event that 

ives occasion to Easter Day, the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead. This is the most vital event in 

uman history. A firm faith in it is the unshaken 
foundation of all the New Testament writers’ belief. 
Paul does not hesitate to have his whole Gospel 
stand or fall by the truth of it, as is evident by this 
fifteenth chapter in his letter to the Corinthians. 


1. Where was Corinth ? 

2. How long did Paul stay there ? (Acts 18.) 

3. When did Jesus appear to Paul? 

4.. How many times was Jesus seen after his resurrec- 
tion ? 

5. Show, from verses in this chapter, how important Paul 
considers faith in the resurrection. 

6. Why is Easter a day of joy? 

Evanston, ILL, 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 31 (Revi2w) 


The Dawning of the Gospel 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, B.D. 


UR past lessons have dealt with the preparation 
of the world for the coming of its Redeemer, 
the wondrous incidents of the Advent, and the 

beginning of the ministry. ‘There are six landing- 
places in the story, at each of which we shall pause, 
as a climber pauses to mark the widening prospect 
of lake and valley, and to scan the farther distance 
beyond. 

We see, to begin with, he supreme importance of 

the work of John the Baptist. John is little more 
than a name. His character is only an interestin 
study. His words are merely a clear echo of Ol 
Testament prophecy: They pale before the words 
of Jesus as the morning stars pale before the sun. 
But his work keeps him in everlasting remem- 
brance. He prepared all Israel to be a seed-bed for 
Christ’s message. If John had not quickened the 
minds of Israel, and brought some young souls to a 
keener desire for the Messiah, the teaching of Jesus 
would have been as seed ‘cast into stony ground, or 
among thorns, or by the wayside. That work is 
always needed before Jesuscomes. Itis the clamant 
need of this sadly secular age. Some men are busy 
with a criticism, which will come to little or nothing 
in the end. Others are stirred in mind over perpiex- 
ing questions of social well-being. Others are ab- 
sorbed in the pursuit of their ambitions, or their gains, 
or their pleasures. What we need today, before 
Christ can come in power, is the awakening of men 
toe their need and the rousing of them all to Rare that 
the shadow of death rests upon all peoples who have 
not seen Christ's light. 

We see the significant contrasts in the story of 
the Advent. The birth of Jesus might be told so as 
to declare only his humiliation, His peasant mother, 
the so of her unpitied travail in the dark streets 
of Bethlehem, the manger-cradle, the poverty dis- 
closed in the offerings in the temple, altogether em- 
phasize the.lowliness of the birth of Jesus. Yet the 
story might be told so, as to display its amazing 
splendor,,, We hear the song of the angels. We are 
prosest at the worship of the pe gin We stand 
peside the ‘Wise-men as they offer their gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. e. listen to the chants 
which ring through the temple when Simeon’s lon 
waiting for his Lord is over, We read the record o 
the fear and malice of King Herod. We are told of 
the edict of the Roman emperor, We realize that 
heaven and earth are attendant on the coming of the 
King. These contrasts can be seen throughout 
Christ's life, in the history of his church, and in the 
experience of his people. 

We see the dawn and perfecting of Christ's con- 
sciousness of his work. This part of the story be- 
gins with Jesus in the temple, his young soul awed 
and thrilled by his awaking to the knowledge of his 
Sonship to the Father. A brief verse or two sug- 
gests the obediences of home, and school, and car- 
penter’s shop, and synagogue. The strange silence 
of the years calls up the quiet brooding of his spirft, 
when he became more sure of God’s Fatherhood, and 
more clear about the doing of his will. Then we see 
him coming up out of Jordan, dowered by the Holy 
Spirit, with the voice of his heavenly Father in his 
ear, and the work of his life lying clearly in the light. 
We pass with him into the awful wilderness, to see 
him refusing every distrustful, or self -exalting 
method, and disdaining ali compromise with evil, 
and choosing, not only ’s will, but God’s way of 
doing it. That is the ideal in life for every one who 
would serve God. Such an awakening, such a con- 
secration, such a surrender, are his demand upon all 
who call him Master, and would follow his steps. 

We see the beginning of the minisiry of word and 
deed. There was a ministry in Judea and Galilee 
which the other evangelists have set down. But our 
eyes have been held by his words and deeds of 
grace in the district round Capernaum. We follow 
him into synagogues. We hear him utter those fresh 
and limpid sentences, of which so few have been 
preserved, as they rose and fell, like sweet music, on 
the simple peasants’ ears. We see him casting out 
devils, healing the sick at eventide till his spirit is 
exhausted, cleansing the leper, and bidding the pal- 
sied rise. To all time Jesus is fulfilling this minis- 
try by those who are now his eyes of compassion and 
his hands of healing. 

We see the call and discipline of the first disci- 
ples. The church has not yet been called into being, 
but its foundation stones have been chosen, and 
Jesus is training them for their work. He is gather- 
ing round him those who will be his disciples and 
learn his word, his friends who will understand his 
secret, his witnesses who will testify of his life and 
character, and death and resurrection. But he 
chooses them not only that he may discipline them, 
but because of his own human needs. ‘Ye are 
they,” he said, in a pathetic sentence, ‘‘who have 
continued with me in my temptations.” Their fel- 
lowship, their sympathy, their nearness in the hour 
of sorrow, their word and deed in days when he 
should be gone from them, were all needed by him. 
What a rare honor was theirs! Yet Christ is calling 
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and preparing and using men to-day, as he used 
Simon and Andrew, James and John, who rise up to 
follow him. ; 

We see, to sum it up, “he arousing of the forces 
of evil. It had been a-year of popularity. 


_ popularity based on a sinless holiness, on a strange 


meekness and gentleness, and on an instant com- 
passion and unexhaustible sympathy with the out- 
cast, is founded on sure foun ns. It draws 
to itself both the reverence and the affection of the 
multitude. But when this popularity seems to claim 
a leadership of the people, and to threaten the su- 
premacy of. men who are in power, the forces of evil 
rise in assault. So we find Jesus watched, decried, 

uestioned, contradicted. e see him patient, gen- 

e, persuasive through it all. He is looking com 
beyond the faces of loyal disciples, of astonish 
multitudes, of hard-set, keen-eyed scribes, to that 
day when the Bridegroom shall be taken from them, 
and his little scattered flock shall fast and mourn. 
He knows what the forces of evil shall do in the end. 
Need we wonder that until the end ‘ Zion in her an- 
guish with Babylon must cope” ? 


GLascow, SCOTLAND. 
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The Facts of the Quarter 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE lessons for this quarter cover the period from 
September, or October, 6 B, C., to March, A. D. 

28 ; but the latter part of Lesson 12, it is here 
held, should be placed later, in the autumn of A. D, 28. 

Lesson 1.—7he Birth of John the Baptist Fore- 
told: The angel Gabriel appears to an aged priest, 
named Zacharias, as he offered incense in the sanc- 
tuary at Jerusalem. He foretells the birth of a son 
to Zacharias, who is stricken dumb for his doubt, 

Lesson 2.—Zhe Birth of John the Baptist: The 
probeble date.is June,5 B.C. The place was ‘in the 
hill country of Judea.” Ain Karin is the traditional 
locality. ‘The child is named John, according to the 
written declaration of. Zacharias, who then recovers 
y oor and breaks forth into inspired song. The 
enedictus, as it is called, is the fast Psalm of the 
Old Testament age ter 

Lesson 3.—TZhe Birth of F ited : In and near Beth- 
lehem, ‘‘the city of David,” to which Joseph and 
Mary had gone to be enrolled. The new-born child 
was laid in a manger, ‘‘because there was no-room 
for them inthe inn.” An angel appears to shep- 
herds at night in the same region. He announces 
the birth of a Saviour, and gives the sign for finding 
him. A choir of angels chant the Gloria in Excelsis. 
The shepherds go to Bethlehem and find the child. 
They tell of what had been spoken by the angel, The 
date, as generally accepted, is December 25, 5 B. C. 

Lesson 4.—TZhe Presentation in the Temple: The 
child Jesus was presented in the temple forty days 
after his birth, February 2, 4 B. C., according to the 
usual chronology. ‘The prescribed sacrifice was 
offered and the customary rites performed. An aged 
man, named Simeon, recognized the child as ‘‘ the 
Lord’s Christ,” and blessed God for this ‘‘ sign” of his 
being released. A woman named Anna also recog- 
nized the infant Redeemer, 

Lesson 5.—Z7he Wise-men Led by the Star: This 
incident followed the presentation in the temple, 
probably not long after. The Wise-men came from 
Persia or Arabia. The Star has been regarded by 
many as a remarkable conjunction of planets, but the 
view that it was a special supernatural phenomenon 
is more tenable. Jerusalem and Bethlehem are re- 
ferred to, and Herod the king, whom the Wise-men 
avoided on their return. 

Lesson 6.— The Boy Jesus in the Temple: A Jew- 
ish boy became ‘ta son of the law” in his thirteenth 
year. This visit to Jerusalem took place in April, 
A. D. 9, at the passover. The boy remained in Jeru- 
salem, which was not discovered until the returnin 
caravan had made a day’s journey. Joseph an 
Mary, “‘ after three days,” found him ‘in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the teachers,” as a pupil. 
When gently reproached by his mother, he ies : 
‘‘ Knew ye not that I must be in my Father’s house ?” 
On the return to Nazareth he is ‘‘ subject unto them” 
for eighteen subsequent years. 

Lesson 7.— The Ministry of John the Baptist ; John 
the Baptist seems to have begun his public ministry 
in the summer of A. D. 26, e attained great popu- 
larity, baptizing many in the river Jordan, The 
traditional site is near Jericho. His baptism was “‘ of 
repentance unto remission of sins.” 

esson 8.— The Baptism and T. eehlatien of Jesus: 
The probable date of the baptism o es is in Janu- 


ary, A. D. 27. John demurred before he baptized 
pros A visible and audible divine attestation fol- 
owed the baptism. The traditional locality of the 


fasting is a mountain near Jericho. The three temp- 
tations occurred in the order given by Matthew. 
Lesson 9.— The Call of the First Disciples: The 
Judean ministry is narrated by John only. The 
present lesson must be placed at least eight or nine 
months after the temptation, in the beginning of A.D. 
28. The four fishermen had been our Lord’s friends; 
the sons of Zebedee were probably his cousins. But 
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they were now called to follow him in a special sense. 
The of the first part of the lesson is near Caper- 
naum ; then in the. synagogue of that city, where 
Jesus cast out an unclean spirit. 

Lesson 10.—/Jesus the Healer: Peter's wife's 
mother is cured of a fever, and in the evening many 
sick le and demoniacs were healed. Jesus then 
withdrew to an uninhabited district. He was fol- 
lowed by Peter and others, and then makes a preach- 
ing tour in Galilee. A leper asks to be made clean, 
and on recovery is bidden to show himself to the 

iest, and to keep silence. But he disobeys. Some 

ttle time is covered by the lesson, the date being 
early in A. D, 28, 
Lesson 11.—7he Paralytic Forgiven and Healed: 
jesus returns to Capernaum; a crowd gathers in the 

ouse, probably his usual home. A paralytic is car- 
ried thither, and let down through the roof as the 
only way to reach Jesus, who says, ‘Son, thy sins 
are forgiven.” The ‘‘ scribes” who were present re- 
gard this blasphemy, but Jesus proves his authority 
to say this by curing the paralytic. The date is 
probably March, A. D. 28. 

Lesson 12.—Feasting and Fasting : It is here held 
that the call of Levi (Matthew) followed the healing 
of the paralytic, and was the last incident before the 
second passover (John 5), But the feast at Levi's 
house is to be placed later, inthe autumn of A. D. 28, 


.after the voyage to the country of the Gadarenes. 
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The Busy Men’s Review 


By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 
(Luke 1 : 5-23). We found in this lesson the impor- 
tance of selecting one’s parents. That the righteous 
brand is the only safe sort to have if we want to be 
presidents or prosperous. And especially so if folks 
are to rejoice at our birth. Because we don’t waut 
to go sounding down in Coatesville history as ‘‘ The 
Curse,” but as ‘‘ The Joy.” ‘Makers Ready” for the 
Lord. 


Lesson 2.—Birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1 : 57- 
75}. Naming the baby. And putting the little fel- 
low hand-in-hand with the One who knows the wind- 
ing way through this world of smiles and tears. And 
then, you may remember, we wondered what you 
would ask for that baby up at your house if some 
angel gaye you the choice. We suggested a real 
Godly father would be a splendid thing for him to 
have. How did it strike you ? 


Lesson 3.—The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2 : 8-20). Shep- 
herds. Outon the farm with ‘‘ Uncle Reuben.”” Did 
you ever know that in the day of England's greatest 
glory @ man was not allowed to build a cottage on 

ess than four acres of land. A nation of small farm- 
ers under good Queen Bess glorified God, grew the 
Puritans, and made England the ruler of the world. 


Lesson 4.—The Presentation in the Temple (Luke 
2: 22-39) Righteous and devout. The degree of 
R. D. which is conferred by the great University of 
the Neighbors. Have you gotten yours? In this 
lesson we got into death, training children, missions 
and motherhood, so wonderfully does this Baby from 
heaven touch everyday life. The Baby came in 
songs, but the great salvation cost tears. 


Lesson 5.—The Wise-men Led by a Star (Matt. 2), 
Christ the drawing power of the ages. The eternal 
**Come.” Farmers first. Then the sages from then 
until now. Tramp, tramp, they come. es Heaven 
hear your footfall? And are you byte ig the kingly 
stuff for the baby which will grow your King? That 
was the royal Toancet we would have had you learn 
that first February Sunday. 


Lesson 6.—The Boy Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2: 
40-52), The misunderstood boy. And for 1911 years 
Johnny has been spanked and hammered around on 
account of his good qualities more often than on ac- 
count of any naughtiness. Moral: Understand your 
boy. Then you will not have any occasion to go ‘* sor- 
rowing” or to sing, ‘‘ Where is my wandering boy to- 
night?” Mary was just like Mrs. Jones who nearly 
‘*queered”” Sam. 


Lesson 7.—Ministry of John the Baptist (Luke 3 : 
1-20).. The *' big four.” Ceesar, Pilate, Herod, Philip 
in that day; arlan, Peele, Foster, McFarland, a 
‘big four” in this day. Money Getter, Place Holder, 
Fame Seeker, Buttinsky, another Cesar-Herodian 
big four of every day. Then voices and strong words 
and good fruits and strikes. Whatalesson this was! 
And then you all came to Coatesville and saw how 
lovely all was when Master and man went hand-in- 
hand with Heaven. 


Lesson 8.—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus (Mark 
1: 9-13; Matt. 4: 14-11). Argifying always stopped 
by asking, ‘‘ Have you tried to save a soul to-day ?” 
The two birds, The voice which is heard when you 
are on familiar terms. And then the gentleman we 
all know so well, Mr. If. But best of all, in this 
always interesting lesson, our good friends the an- 
gels who are always on hand after every fight to bind 
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up our wounds and carry us in triumph on 
their shoulders. 


Lesson 9.—The Call of the First Disci- 
ples (Mark 1 : 14-28). Justordinary, every- 
day men, such as are found in every town, 
And he took them and kept them three years 
in college to make preachers out of them. 
Three years is still the theological require- 
ment. We tried to get this fact before all 
amateur preachers who claim the “ apostolic 
warrant.”’ In this lesson we also found the 
sport of gunning and fishing ** game ”’ alive. 


Lesson 10.—Jesus the Healer (Mark 1 : 
29-45). A busyday. Jesus went to church, 
Friendship’s nesting-place. A hand-in-hand 
place. And in this lesson we struck Trotter 
of Grand Rapids and some of his crowd, 
Got right among the lepers of India and 
America, and found Jesus was still having 
his busydays. And all the while the cured 
ones are also busy ‘‘giving it away.’’ It 
was a great lesson we had, wasn’t it? 


Lesson 11.—The Paralytic Forgiven and 
Healed (Mark 2: 1-12). ‘* We four and no 
more.’’ We concluded that any four men 
who meant business were enough to bring a 
friend to Jesus. And then we found those 
antique Jerusalem ‘* knockers ’’ and listened 
to the Anvil Chorus. When we got through 
with this day with the Master, we made up 
our minds that never, never, never, as long 
as we live, will we take. a male part in,an 
Anvil Chofus. : 


Lesson 12.—Feasting and’ Fasting (Mark 
2: 13-22), We got among business men and 
politicians and dined with them, The new 
doctor was there also. Some folks didn’t 
like it. But we discovered a full automatic 
affair that went right ahead and didn’t stop 
for anything. Lots of them in use nowa- 
days. ‘hen we saw a patched thing go by 
and ended the quarter with a laugh. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
5 4 


The IlMustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One doliar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus-' 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week, An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's faeson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. , 


**Keep Your Lantern by You.”’— 7%e 
people that sat in darkness saw a great light 
(Golden Text). ‘The words were somewhat 
sharply spoken by the conductor of an even- 
ing train, ‘* Keep your lantern by you. If 
anything should happen, you would be at 
one end of the car and your lantern at the 
other.’?’ The brakeman was a new hand 
who had just come on duty, The conductor 
met him at the rear of the last car, when the 
above words were spoken. We glanced for- 
ward as the brakeman passed toward the 
front end, and there, to our own surprise in- 
deed, we saw his lantern hung up in a cor- 
ner. There are people who seem to be 
shining lights in the church, but who do not 
take their religion with them in daily life. 
Do you leave your lantern hung up where it 
can do little good in a special hour, or do 
you let your light so shine at all times that 
men, seeing your good works, glorify your 
Father which is in heaven ?—Aftss Mary C. 
Wiley, Winston-Salem, N. C. from The 
Christian Observer, 


Safety in Light.— 7he people that sat in 
darkness sawa great light (Golden Text), 
Some of the great jewelers have discovered 
a more effective method of securing their 
establishments than by the old-fashioned 
methods of bolts and bars and iron shutters ; 
all through the night the lights are left bril- 
liantly burning, aud the gold and gems are 
found to be most secure in the simple shelter 
of the light. It is true also that the ultimate 
and absolute security for all the splendid 
treasures of our human nature and life will 
be found, not in the bolts and bars of an 
external prudential preservation of character, 
but in that divine light and_ glory which in- 
vests the character whenever the heart is 
full of love and purity —/¥. R. Clark, Hud- 
dersfield, Eng. From ** The Program of 
Life,” by W. L. Watkinson. 


Looking at the Light.— 7he people that 
satin darkness saw a great light (Golden 
Text), I have read somewhere of a Scotch 
lassie who came before the elders of the 
kirk to be questioned as to her fitness for 
membership. Some of the grave seniors 
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were not satisfied with her answers to their 
test questions, ‘The answers seemed hazy 
and indefinite. At last one of the elders 
asked her if she could tell them how she 
came to be saved, And the brave lassie re- 
plied: ** Weel, sir, it was like this: the 
guid book said, ‘Look unto me and be 
saved’; and I just looked and looked and 
looked until Jesus became bonnie to my 
soul,’’ ‘There was no more questioning. 
‘Lhe girl to whose soul Jesus was bonny had 
had a vision of the King in his beauty. 
‘The candidate for membership was accepted. 
—Rev. W. Hetherington, Plumstead, Eng. 


What “ Heathen ”’ Means.— 7he people 
that sat in darkness saw a great light 
(Golden Text), An Indian chief who had 
been converted from heathenism was ex- 
ceedingly fervent in his prayers and praises 
during worship, and extremely generous in 
his kindness and gifts to the missionary and 
his work. The missionary at length asked 
the Indian why he was so jubilant in his de- 
votions, and so lavish in his gifts. The 
convert made this pathetic reply: ‘‘Ah! 
you have never been in the darkness ! ’’— 
Mrs, B. G. Dowen, Surrey, Eng. From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. ne prise 
Sor this week is awarded to this illustratoin, 


The Longing for Light.— 7%e people that 
sat in darkness saw a great light, and to 
them that sat in the region and shadow of 
death, to them did light spring up (Golden 
Text). A missionary physician in one of 
China’s hospitals cured a man of cataract. 
A few weeks later forty-eight blind men from 
one of China's wilds, each holding on to a 
rope held in the hands of the man who was 
cured, came to him. Thus in a chain they 
had walked two hundred and fifty miles to 
the hospital, where nearly all were cured. 
What a pathetic procession those blind men 
must have made! Yet it is-typical of the 
willingness of the world to come to a man 
who has something genuine to give them. 
—Nellie B. West, Hartford, Conn. From 
The Record of Christian Work. 


_ Those Blessed Clouds.— 7%e people that 
sat in darkness saw a great light (Golden 
‘Lext), _A friend of mine told me.of a visit 
he had paid to a poor woman, overwhelmed 
with trouble in her little room; but she. al- 
ways seemed cheerful, She knew the Rock. 
‘*Why,’’ said he, ‘Mary, you must have 
very dark days; they must overcome you 
with clouds sometimes,’’ ‘‘ Yes,’’ she said, 
** but then I often find there’s comfort in a 
cloud.’’ ‘*Comfort in a cloud, Mary ?”’ 
**Yes,’’ she said; ‘‘when I am very low 
and dark, I go to the window, and if I see a 
heavy cloud I think of those precious words, 
‘A cloud received him out of their sight.’ 
And I look up and see the cloud, sure enough, 
and then I think—well, that may be the 
cloud that hides him, and so you see there is 
comfort in ‘a cloud.’’— Stetson K. Ryan, 
Middletown, Conn, From The Treasury of 
Religious Thought. 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


The stereographs, less than four in one order, 
are 20 cents’each. The first quarter's lessons 
call for thirteen stereographs ; cost $2.17. Forty- 
eight places are to be visited during 1912. ‘Ihe 
forty-eight stereographs cost $8, and if ordered 
at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be included free, Persons owning the 1911 
stereographs need order only thirty-nine for 
1912 ($6.50), or only nine for the first quarter 
($1.50). Persons owning both 1910 and 1911 
stereographs need order only twenty-nine for 
1912 (h4.84). or only seven for the first quarter 
($1.17). Stereoscope, 8s cents. Orders should 
be sent to The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Pee very practical and helpful way in 
which to review the lessons of the 

quarter is to recall where we have 
been traveling, and to remind ourselves of 
the great things that came to pass in each 
place. In this connection a famous relief 
map of the whole country, prepared by the 
Palestine Exploration Society is of special 
value. A stereograph of the model answers 
the same practical purpose. 

As you look through the stereoscope you 
see the southern part Of Palestine nearest to 
you, the northern part farthest away, the 
Mediterranean Sea down at the left. 

Most of the places which have been visited 
during January, February, and March are 
marked on the map and can be identified at 
once with the help of memoranda printed on 
the back of the stereograph mount. If the 
stereograph is handed ‘from one pupil to an- 





other during the lesson period, with instruc- 
tions to each pupil to find some one special 
ys the rest of the class can ail the time 

discussing the lessons of successive -‘Sun- 
days. 

For instance, pupil A takes half a minute 
to look over the whole land and find where 
Jerusalem stands, up among the hills north- 
west of the Dead Sea. ‘Then the teacher 
gives the stereoscope and stereograph to 
pupil B with directions to find Hebron, and 
while B is looking the rest of the class recall 
what was seen by them at Jerusalem(Jan. 7). 
How does the city look to-day? hat is 
there now on the ground of the temple where 
Zacharias was a priest? What happened to 
Zacharias there? (Stereograph may go to 
pupil C with instructions to find Bethlehem.) 
Class begins to discuss Hebron (Jan. 14). 
What do they remember of that part of the 
pleasant ‘‘hill country of Judea’’?? What 
sort of life did the Soy fees ave in a country 
town in Palestine? 

The same general plan, carried out in a 
systematic, orderly way, will be found to 
give each pupil a chance to get a general 
idea of the country, and yet keep most of the 
time | available for definitely recalling the 
Master’s lessons, The place where the 
fishermen were seen with their nets and 
boats is very near where the relief map indi- 
cates the site of “* Bethsaida Julias.’’ 

The stereograph is entitled ‘* Relief Map 
of Palestine by the Palestine Exploration 
Society.’’ 
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Simple Geography Lessons 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Lesson 5. The Places, Continued 


EGIN as usual with a review of all the 
lessons learned: waters, natural fea- 
tures, mountains, places on the sea- 

coast plain. 

We locate next the places in the mountain 
region. - This was hakene of the Israelites, 
and the cities were many ; but we select only 
the most important, nning as before on 
the south, and traveling northward. 

















1. Southeast of Gaza, but not quite as far 
south as the lower end of the Dead Sea, and 
about half of a direct line between the 
lower end of the Dead Sea and the Medi- 
terranean, is Beersheba, the place farthest 
to the south in the land, and one of the 
homes of Abraham. 

2. Northeast of Beersheba, and opposite 
the middle of the Dead Sea, is Hebron, the 
burial-place of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; also David’s capital while he 
reigned over Judah. 

3. Going northward twelve miles we find 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of David and of 
Jesus. 

4. Jerusalem is six miles north of Bethle- 
hem, and due west of the northern end of the 
Dead Sea, 

5. Bethel, where Jacob saw the vision of 
the heavenly ladder, is about twelve miles 
north of Jerusalem, 

6. Between the twin-mountains Ebal and 
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Gerizim lies Shechem, where Rehoboam, the 
son of Solomon, lost his kingdom; and near 
this place is Jacob’s well, where Jesus taught. 

7. Nine miles north of Shechem is Sa- 
maria; which was the capital of the kingdom 
of the Ten Tribes. 

9. Nazareth, where Jesus lived during his 
youth, is due west of the southern end of the 
Sea of Galilee, 

10. Cana, where Jesus made the water 
wine, is north of Nazareth, about six miles. 

Let these names, as well as those of places 
on the sea-coast plain, be reviewed thor- 
oughly, at first with the aid of the initial 
letters, then without them. 
~ Also, name the places, and call for the 
names of the men connected with them ; 
then name the men, and call for the names 
of the places. ‘ 


Newark, N. J. 
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One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That Is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells 


AYINGS anv Dorncs.—In preparation 
for this review you will appoint two 
members of the class as leaders, and 

have them choose sides, dividing the class 
between them, These groups are to meet 
and study the lessons of the quarter to- 
gether, in preparation for the following 
contest. | 

One side will prepare a list of questions on 
the sayings of the quarter, and will itself 
prepare to be questioned on the doings of 
the quarter. The other side will prepare a 
list of questions on the doings of the quarter, 
and study so that it can answer questions on 
the sayings. The teacher will pass on the 
fairness of each list of questions, and per- 
haps will meet with each side for the pur- 
pose of stimulating and directing the work. 

On review day the two sides will sit-facing 
each other, The questions will be asked 
by each side alternately. They will be asked 
of the pupils in turn, but each pupil is ex- 
pected to consult the other members of ‘his 
Side before he answers, If the question is 
answered correctly, the side answering it 
scores a point, If it is. not answered Cor- 
rectly, the side asking the question scores 
one. After all the questions have been pro- 
posed, and one side has gained the victory, 
the other side may have a chance in a second 
use of the same questions, asked in the same 
way. The answers this second time will be 
given far more rapidly than the first time. 
Some of the sayings called for should be 
quoted exactly, but slight inaccuracies may 
be allowed in the less familiar quotations ; 
the teacher will be the umpire. 

Here are some specimen questions as to 
the doings of the quarter: ‘* When was 
Jesus born? What is the first recorded act 
of Jesus? What disciple was first called? 
What was Matthew’s first deed after he be- 
came a disciple? What is the first recorded 
event of New Testament times? Who met 
Joseph and Mary when they first brought 
Jesus to the Temple? Where did John the 
Baptist preach? Whose mother-in-law did 
Christ heal of a fever? Where was John 
the Baptist born? What were the first re- 
corded gifts made to Jesus? What was 
Christ’s first temptation in the wilderness ? 
What was the disease of the man who was 
let down through the roof? ”’ ? 

Here are specimen questions as to the say- 
ings of the quarter: ‘‘ Who said, ‘I bring: 
you good tidings of great joy’? What are 
Christ’s: first recorded words? To whom 
did Christ say, ‘I will make you fishers of 
men’? What did Christ say when he called 
Matthew ? Of whom was it said, ‘Many 
shall rejoice at his birth’? Who said,‘ Now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace’? 
Who said, ‘ Prepare ye the way of the Lord’? 
What did Christ say when he healed the 
leper? Of whom was it said, ‘The child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit’? What 
did the wise men ask of Herod? What did 
Christ say when the devil tempted him to 
make bread? To whom did Christ say, 
* Son, thy sins are forgiven’ ?’’ 

AUBURNDALE, MASss. 
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Riddie’s *“* Harmony of the Gospels"’ 


gives a clear idea of the events of the Life 
of Christ. Paper, 10 cts.; cloth covers, 25 





cts., from The Sunday School Times Co. 














LESSON FOR MARCH 31 (Review) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 
remind us this day, we pray thee, of the dawning 
of the Light upon the world. How little we ean 

thee when we give thee all in return for thy 


ness ! we remember the coming 
of thy Son; the work of his forerunner, John 
the st; the calling of the disciples ; the 


loving. ministry of the Christ to the sick and 
forlorn, we pray that he may have no hindrance 
in our own lives against the work that he would 
do in us. May we follow him straightway even 
as the first disciples answered his call. In his 
dear name we pray, Amen. 


Questions for a Written Review 
(From the Platform, or in Classes.) 


1. What was the name of John the Baptist’s 
father, and of his mother ? 


2. Tell in your own words, briefly, the 
story of Christ’s birth. 

3. What two persons gave expression to 
their joy when they saw the Jesus in 
the temple? 


4 How many Wise-men were there who 
came to visit the child Jesus? Why do you 
think so? 

5. Tell briefly the story of the boy Jesus 
in.the temple. 

6. What was the subject of John the Bap- 
tist’s preaching, in his message to the people ? 

7. What were the three temptations of 
Jesus in the lesson we studied? 

8. Name the four disciples whom Jesus 
called to follow him, as given in the lesson 
of March 3. 

9. Which disciple’s mother-in-law did 
Jesus cure, and of what? 

10. Describe the healing of the man who 
was sick with palsy. 


7 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ name."’ 
** Brightest and best of the sons of the morn- 


*? Hail to the brightness of Zion’s glad morn- 


- 4 the world ! the Lord is come.” 

** Never shone a light so fair.” 

re whole world was lost in the darkness 
1 Eef'sin.' yit ‘ 

** Watchman; tell us of the night.”” 

** We may not climb the heavenly steeps."* 

** Ye Christian heralds, go proclaim."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.””) 


Psalm 43 : 1-5 (89 : 1-4). 
Psalm 72 : 1-4, 10 (144: 1-4). 
Psalm 45: 1-8 (94 : 1-4). 
Psalm 102 : 9-14 (204 : I-3). 
Psalm 142 : 1-4 (303 : 1-4). 





| Department Helps 


_| he said, ** The 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—The light of the 
world is Jesus. 

Memory Verse.—** The people which 
sat in darkness saw great light.”” (This 
clause. is sufficient for primary children.) 

Before the Review.—Which do you like 
better, light or darkness? Why do we need 
light? Who made it? Light was God’s 
first gift to the world. (Repeat Gen. 1: 13). 
Ever since, day by day, God has divided the 
light from the darkness, so we have day and 
night. When does day begin? Have you 
ever watched the’sun rise? Sing verse 1: 


‘*In the early morning dark shadows stay, 
‘Till the sunbeams bring us God's gift of 
day.” 
Surely all of you have watched the sun set. 
Darkness comes slowly on, until it is night. 
What is darkness good for? Sing verse 2: 


** When the day is ended, stars shining bright, 
Bring to tired children God's gift of night."’ 


During all the year, until last week, the 
nights have been longer than the days. All 
summer long the days will be longer than 
the nights. Sing verse 3: 


‘* Father, now we thank thee for morning light, 
For our days of gladness, for rest of night."’ 
(Carols; Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


What do we call the light that shines by 
day? What lights shine in the sky at night? 





<= as A ee re 
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{ Gen. 1 : 16. Le all 
Santis 3 mr t us pray 


bi pee. thank thee for fog lige’ 
And the pleasant morn: t, 
For rest and food, and loving care, 
And all that makes this day so fair."’ 


Review.—( Arrange conveniently such pic- 
tures as will be needed.) When Jesus was 
on earth, he was called by many names, One 
of the most beautiful was ‘‘ The Zighé of the 
World,’’ because he carried ha ess and 
light wherever he went. Last week we 
learned how Matthew was, because 
Jesus visited his home. Long afterward, 
when Matthew wrote his book about Jesus, 
people which sat in darkness 
saw great light.’’ 

As we think over the stories we have told 
since Christmas we will find what others 
said about light. (Not more than a minute 
or two can be devoted to each lesson.) 

-What was the angel’s promise to Zacha- 
rias?_ After baby John was born, Zacharias 
praised God, saying that he came ‘* To give 
dight to them that sit in darkness’ (Luke 1 : 
79). Long. afterward, when Jesus talked 
about John, he said ‘*‘ He was a burning and 
a shining Aight’? (John 5 : 35). 

Don’t you love to think of the light at 
Jesus’ birth ? 

‘** Shepherds were watching their sheep through 
the night, 

When from the heavens there came a great 


Angels faid’ Fear not, glad tidings we bring, 
Jesus is born to you, Saviour and King.” 
(Carols.) 


‘What did good old Simeon say, as he held 
the baby Jesus in his arms at the temple in 
Jerusalem? ‘‘ A /ight to lighten the Gentiles 
and the glory of my people Israel.’’ 

What beautiful light guided the Wise-men 
to find the baby Jesus? (Repeat Matt. 2 : 9). 
Many rejoiced at the birth of John and Jesus, 
Let some one sing as a solo one verse of the 
old Gospel hymn : 


“ The = world was lost in the darkness of 
sin, 
_ The light of. the world is Jesus.” 


| What happened to 
twelve. .years...old? 


esus when he was 
hen. John baptized 


| Jésus, what light shone from heaven, and 


what did the voice say ? 

Who tried to tempt Jesus? How? What 
did Jesus do? 

After all these things, Jesus proved that 
he was the light of the world, by teaching, 
preaching, healing, and helping. Who were 
some of the people helped by him? How 
did jesus help them? 

Who were chosen to be his helpers? 
Where did Jésus find them? Does he need 
any helpers now? Whomay be his helpers? 
etc. 

After the Lesson.—Talk with the children 
about the plans for your Easter offering next 
Su. day, urging each one to be a helper. The 
missionary spirit may be cultivated in this 
way, whether the offering is used to help 
support a hospital, or to carry the Bible and 
the story of Jesus to other lands, or to send a 
missionary to teach of these things. You 
may have time to tell a short missionary 
story, along the line of your offering. 

Hand-work at Home.—Find a picture 
neprerention Jesus, and write underneath, or 
ask your father to write, ‘‘ The light of the 
world is Jesus,’’ or find a picture of the 
Bible and copy Psalm 119 : 105, ‘* Thy Word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a Agh¢ unto my 
path.’’ 

CHICAGo. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


OMETIMES in the great city of London 
the fogs are so dense that all traffic 
ceases for the time. But when the sun 

breaks through and men have the light, busi- 
ness can be resumed, for the way is clearly 
seen. Matthew tells of some people in dark- 
ness who saw a greatlight. To-day we shall 
visit Palestine in its darkness and study the 
light which was revealed there. Although 
the sun shone, what kind of darkness was 
present? We noted the darkness caused by 
sin, disease, ignorance, injustice. 

We visited the following places (indicating 
them on our maps) and noted concerning 
each: (a2) How the light was revealed. (4) 
What it revealed to those people. (c) What 
it reveals to us. 


1. Jn Jerusalem: (The which 
cedes ie sunrise) : C Zahastas’ A na 
and doubt. John’s and ministry. (6) 
The light is coming soon, (¢) The light, 
shining in sin-darkened hearts, reveals need 
for repentance. 

2. dn Bethichem: (2) The birth of Jesus 
and the Wise-men’s (6) A is 
born humbly, yet more marvelously acknowl- 

than was ever king. (2. The 
world, Gentile 


light is to lighten the 
as as Jew. 

3- In Jerusalem: (a) Christ and the Doc- 
tors. A young life consecrated to the 
Father’s business. (¢c) Our duty as light- 
bearers. Be like the lamplighter in country 
districts. The nations needing the light. 

4. At Beth-abara; (a) The baptism, ) 
God’s seal of approval on Jesus, The ligt t 
blazes brighter in us when self and selfish 
desires burn, Jesus burned the ‘Other 
Ways’’ and accepted the Father’s will out 
in the wilderness. 

5. Capernaum : (a) In Simon’s house and 
in Matthew's house. (6) The light brings 
healing, joy, brotherly love, forgiveness to 
men, (c) The light shines through our 
words and actions like the X-rays’ power. 
Our companions ought to receive some of the 
overflowing love in service to them, 

Some girls threw snowballs at my study 
window one evening lately. I went to the 
window to see them, but could not, for the 
bright light was just behindme, Girls some- 
times miss their best Friend, because they turn 


Had the light been before me, I could have 
answered their snowy greeting. What are 
es missing wolusturlly ‘ehattlag your 
eart to this light? 
Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson. 


Read 1 Corinthians 15 : 1-11. . Whois the 
**I” referred to, Find out something about 
Corinth. 

Read Acts 18: 1-11. Tell of. Paul’s visit 
to Corinth. How long did he:stay ? 

Read 1 Corinthians 15.: 1-11... How many 
appearances of Christ are here recorded ? 

Read Luke 24: 1-12. How do we know 
that we, too, shall rise from the dead? 

Read Acts 9: 1-16, °'To what does Paul 
refer int’ Corinthians 15‘: 8, 9? 

’ Read 4 Corinthians 15 :° 2-81.-' 
value are witnesses? Are there any wit- 
nesses to-day to the living Christ? | 

Read 1 Corinthians 15 : 1-11; What made 
Paul such a great pote ? Was he one of 
the twelve ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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My Class of Boys 
By Philip E. Howard 


r TN ALL this year’s study the boys’ thought 
should be directed straight to Christ. 
This may seem only a commonplace 

hint, but it is so easy to be drawn away by 
side issues, even in the study of Christ’s life, 
that many of us as teachers will find it need- 
ful to hold very true to this aim in prayerful, 
conscious purpose. 

This first quarter’s study discloses : 1. The 
Coming of Christ. 2. The Testing of Christ. 
3- The Beginning of Christ’s Ministry. This 
might serve as a fair working outline for your 
class review. Not every lesson will fit this 
order in sequénce, but all will contribute to 
the use of it as an outline. 

Two lessons precede the lesson on the 
birth of Jesus. Ask the boys the name of 
the man who came to tell others to get ready 
for the Messiah’s coming. Is he the John 
who wrote the Gospel according to John? 
Is he — of the Epistles? Of Revela- 
tion ? ow then do we designate him? 
Ask one of the boys to describe the kind of 
man John the Baptist was. Encourage him 
to make the description ample. What was 
the name of John’s father; and of his 
mother ? 

Ask another boy to describe the events of 
the birth of Christ, and suggest that any of 
the other boys may. correct him if he makes 
a mistake. 

Let another tell of the presentation in the 
temple,—why it was. done, and what two 
people rejoiced there to see the child Jesus. 
Let the same boy tell of the boy Jesus in the 
temple with the teachers, after you have 
yourself briefly outlined the visit of the 
Wise-men. 

I would take time to dwell quite at length 
upon the second point in the outline, the 





testing of Christ. Make sure that each boy 


their backs to Jesus, the light of the world. | 


Of ‘what. 
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knows that temptation means a test, and just 
what the three temptations were in the deep- 
est meaning. I would pause long enough 
to make clear the point that every one of us 
is tested before we are given any worthy 
work to do, and that the testing poss on. 
How can we meet our tests? rist can 
Why not let him do it? 
the outline, and ask ow 

nt in ou to say 
La Jesus called from their fish- 
ing: to follow him, did he promise to 
make of the first two? Can he do likewise 
for us? Yes, we can learn to become fish- 
ers of men, and it is the greatest work that 
can be done eum =. 

Bring out the of the two se 
lessons by queries around the class, and 
attention to the reasons why the disciples of 
Christ should be joyous, as bearing upon 

ia clout k the bo 

ne r review as e boys to 
name comb ofthe facts about Christ that im- 
press them most, omens the many learned in 
the quarter, This will help to fix in their 
own thought a conception of Christ that will 

w as their knowledge of him grows; and 
t will help as a teacher to see deep into 
the heart of each who responds. That 
isa ene of the kind of teaching you 
would do, 


< 
The Study Club 


By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Early Life and Ministry of Jesve : 
A Review (Matt. 1-4, 8-9: 173 
Luke 1-5; Mark 1, 2). 


HE review for this quarter just fails to 

be at the ideal place for such a sur- 

The real turning -point of the 

history of this early ministry is the choice of 

the Twelve. That brought about a well- 

defined change in the methods and manner 

of the ministry of Jesus, especially a change 
of emphasis. 

We -have practically passed four of the 
stages in the development of the active min- 
istry,.. Could it be said that any one of them 
‘was of little importance? Think of their 
unequal length,—thirty years, a couple of 
months, ,a healing ministry of a few months 
at most, a period of unknown duration, not 
very long, probably, when Pharisaic suspi- 
cion was deepening into hatred. 

The first thirty years of gradual growth 
recalls many interesting problems to our 
minds, Jesus was born into an expectant 
human world, looking for a Messiah, yet not 
such a one as he was. But it contained 
many truly righteous people, like Zacharias 
and Elisabeth and Simeon and Anna and 
Joseph and Mary, who were sure that God 
in his own good time would reveal himself 
through some divine messenger. Such as 
they were the fertile soil in which the seeds 
of faith and service quickly came to a blos- 
soming. When practically all the people 
expected a Messiah, why did so few of them 
give him a welcome? 

What impresses one most in the boy Jesus ? 
If we were rewriting his life, should we wish 
to be able to supplement the narratives of 
the ls? What would be the phase of 
his growing life on which we should wish in- 
formation? Is information regarding that 
particular matter wholly lacking in the Gos- 
ss if so, for what apparent reason ? 

great affirmations does Luke make re- 
garding the period of growth into manhood ? 

The popes for the ministry is the 
story of his deliberate consecration to and 
preparation for a mission. Does it seem to 
you,in reviewing the detail of the baptism, that 
Jesus came to the Jordan witha clear knowl- 
edge of what was going to happen, or was 
the moment of baptism a moment of revela- 
tion for him? He came there a fully con- 
secrated man, ready to follow God’s will. 
Of this there can be no question, Whether 
his Messianic mission became clear to him 
at the Jordan for the first time or not is a 
question we may reverently ponder. 

At all events his Messianic policy was the 
theme of his earnest prayer and meditation 
in the solitude of the desert. Think of the 
varied methods of promoting his active min- 
istry which the temptations represented. 

When he had returned to Galilee, what 
first steps revealed the clear-cut plan which 
he had formed ? 

The Early Galilean Ministry. Where 
did Jesus begin that ministry? What activi- 
ties did it include? Why did he refuse to 
limit it to that one city, as the inhabitants 
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requested? What became the field of his 
ministry at this time ? 

Think over the spirit and results of this 
early ministry as suggested in the Gospels, 


What made it a noteworthy period ? 
The events which brought: it to an end 


conclude our quarter’s lessons, although we 
do not cover all of them... To what did the 
Pharisees object at first? Whén they ob- 
jected to Jesus’ eating with publicans, what 
law did they ee that he was breaking? 
Was there any kind of law, recognized 
them, to which he did not seem to them in- 
different? On what ground are we justified 
in criticizing the Pharisees for criticizing and 
opposing Jesus ? 

Think over the portraiture of Jesus re- 
vealed by this short period of his active life. 
Was it chiefly his miracles that drew men to 
him in such numbers? If he should come to 
America to-day, would there be as many as 
there were then to ‘* forsake all and follow 
him?” 

WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS, 





For Family Worship — 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








March 25 to 31 


Mon.—The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 
(Luke 1: 523). The Birth of John the °.p- 
tist (Luke 1: 57-80). 


John the Baptist was a child of divine 
promise. His godly | agg gave him to 
the Almighty even before his birth. ‘Their 
only ambition for him was for God. He 
grew up in the nurture of nature and piety. 
He illustrated the psalmist’s truth, ‘‘ The 
Lord hath set apart him that is godly for 
himself,’’ 


Our dear Father and our God, for the 
love and faith of the past we thank thee. 
For those who gave us to thee before we could 
give ourselves, Maywe give to our children 
the heritage of godliness. May we train 
them to prepare the way for others to know 
and love thy Son, In his name, Amen, 


Tues.—The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2: 1-20). The 
Presentation in the Temple (Luke 2: 2-39). 
A journey to Bethlehem; a little babe 
laid in a manger; the shepherds; the an- 
gels’ song of joy ; the silent Mary; the won- 
dering father; the temple; a babe given to 
God; dear old devout Simeon and his bless- 
ing. ‘lhe benediction of the aged prophet- 
ess Anna, Then Nazareth, and a growing, 
obedient boy, What a beginning! 


Blessed Master, may the simple story of 
thy birth, the faith, the humility, the gen- 
tleness, the joy, the gifts, the consecration, 
the blessing ; may all these hallowed memo- 
ries prompt us to learn again the real and 
valuable lessons of life, May we sing again 
the angels’ song, and join with Simeon as 
he blesses thee. Amen, 


Wed.—The Wise Men Led by the Star (Matt. 2: 
21-23). The Boy Jesus in the Temple (Luke 


2: 40-52). 

There was a parallel in the soul vision of 
those Wise-men from afar as they looked 
into the sweet face of that manger babe, and 
that of the boy Christ as, approaching Jc<u- 
salem, he first gazed upon the Holy City. 
The one was the world beholding the Sav- 
iour. ‘The other the Saviour beholding the 
world, ‘ 

Infinite and eternal God, may the wise 
men from far nations bring again their 
treasured gifts to thee, and gaze upon thy 
simplicity and sinlessness. May the viston 
abide and return with them to thetr peopies, 
And may our boys gain the vision af the 
heavenly Jerusalem to inspire for them all 
life's journey. dn thy name. Amen. 
Thurs.—The Ministry of John the Baptist (Mark 

121-8; Luke 3: 1-20). The Baptism and 
hh of Jesus (Mark 1 : 9-13; Matt. 

The plain, pointed, practical words of 
John made men think, The multitudes 
believed in him and he believed in them, 
Sincerity inspired confidence and confidence 
belief. The temptations of Christ were 
subtle. Stones turned to bread could feed 
also the hungering poor. If indestructible, 
the dizzy fall would give universal promi- 
nence, Possessing all things meant power. 

Almighiy God, may we be as free from 
pretense and unreality as John the Baptist, 
that we may inspire confidence, enabling us 
to win men to thee. May we know that no 
temptation assaileth us which thou hast not 
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met and overcome. Save us from the subtle 
sins which excuse themselves under the guise 
of philanthropy. In thy name. Amen. 


ae Mark 1: 
Fe oe Lakes: t-ll)., Joous the Healer (Mark 
1s 29-45; Matt. 4: 
The Master had great iuterest in individ- 
uals. Ile saw thé development and growth 
of the kingdom in the choice and training of 
men. He sought men instead of multitudes. 
He carried out this same principle with the 
sick and suffering. He healed them one by 
one. Salvation is an: individual process. 
** Whosoever believeth,’’ not every one, but 
any one, 


Our loving Master, we rejoice that in thy 
greatness thou dost not overlook the littleness 
VA thy children. That thou knowest and 

lovest and provideth for us one byone. May 
personal loyalty and duty characterize our 
lives, and may we do each his own part for 
thee. Amen. 


fat fhe Footie Forgiven and Healed (Mark 
ti- - 

There is no greater comfort than to know 
that believing prayer and faith for others 
God answers, Yesterday a letter, brimming 
with joy, came from a mother who for fifteen 
years has been praying for a wayward only 
son. He was reclaimed last week and heard 
the same glad message, ‘‘Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee.”’ 


O thou who hearest prayer and answerest 
in love and forgiveness, may we never lose 
the blessed association of thy friendship 
through idle reasoning or criticism, Rather 
than seeing or hearing with the scribes, may 
we join those who bear the helpless and suf- 
ering to thee that they may rise and walk. 
in Christ's name, Amen, 


Sun.—Fasting and Feasting (Mark 2 : 13-22). 
The Master sought ‘the sick and sinners, 
and was at home with them immediately. 
He would not call Levi to be one of his disci- 
ples without gladly going to his home and be- 
comiag a guest at histable. He cared more 
to help the sin-sick than to evade the critical. 


May we, our Master, follow thy example 
in seeking to win and save the lost. May 
we beso zealous and faithful in doing thy 
work that we may not heed the criticisms of 
the idle and careless, May we lessen the 
formal duties of faith that we may increase 
the actual work which results, For thy sake. 
Amen, 





Ask Marion Lawrance 








SouTH ‘CAROLINA.—Should teachers be 
promoted with their classes ?—J. K. F. 

ES, and no, Teachers, as a rule, should 
remain in that department of the San- 
day-school where they are. the hest 

fitted to teach, It is nevertheless desirable 
under ordinary circumstances that a teacher 
should remain with a class more than one 
year. Therefore, the generally accepted 
rule is for the teacher to remain with one 
class and advance with that class from one 
year to the next while the class remains in 
the same department. When, however, that 
class is promoted to the next higher depart- 
ment, it will come under the care of a new 
teacher, and their former teacher will again 
take a class just entering the department 
where she has been teaching. 





COLORADO.—Please name some of the things 
your Superintendent’s Aides did in your own 
school. How old were these boys?—J, M. B. 

E HAD always two, and sometimes 
three, Superintendent’s Aides. ‘They 
were young fellows from fourteen to 

seventeen years ofage. It was their duty to he 
on hand before the school opened (our school 
immediately followed the church service, and 
was held in the same room), and they adjusted 
the furniture on the platform so that it would 
be adapted to the school use,—adding chairs | 
for those who belonged on the. platform, | 
arranging the song-books for the officers who 
occupied the platform, writing the hymn 
numbers upon the blackboard, putting up 
the flags, putting the bells in place, etc. 
One of them also had placed in his hands 
every Sunday notes to deliver to different 
persons, giving suggestions and instructions 
that could not be so well given from the 
platform. One of the Aides would ‘sit close 





to the platform during the entire session ex- 
cept class time, so as to run on errands for 


thet would save his time: The boys liked 
the task, and the superintendent was greatly 
helped in his work. 


WYOMING.—How would you select a 
when two or more desire the same 
po-ition ?—J. L. E. 

HIS is a most unusual, and certaifly a 
refreshing, condition of affairs; for the 
difficulty is generally the other way. 

If all of the applicants for that position are 
really in earnest, and the class is too small 
to divide among them, then one should take 
it and the others be given other classes. If 
there are no other classes needing teachers, 
there are probably some empty seats in the 
school, and enough people in the neighbor- 
hood of all ages who are not in the Sunday- 
school to start the classes with. If this con- 
dition of affairs prevails generally in your 
Sunday-school, you are most fortunate, and 
should have no difficulty in getting the right 
teachers for the right place, i 
WEST VIRGINIA.—1. What is your ideal 


plan for selecting officers of the Sunday- 
school ? 


2. Do you think it would be a good way to 


have the su it selected, and let him 
choose his helpers ? 

3. What do vou think of the idea of lettin 
the whole school, big and little, choose all 
the officers in the school? 


HE Sunday-school superintendent should 
be elected by the church, as all other 
church officers are elected. 

2. The superintendent when elected should 
choose all of his other officers, and, together 
with the pastor and the departmental super- 
intendents, select the teachers. These 
officers and teachers thus nominated might 
be elected by the teachers’-meeting, if desired. 

3. I would not think of having the whole 
school engaged in the selection of officers or 
teachers, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE.—Our Sw 

n its and the church, 

though abundantly able to do so, does not 

seem willing to provide adequately for its needs. 
What shall we do ?—S. E. R. - 

O straight ahead and do the best you 
can. Try to make the school grow 
faster than ever. Worse things can 

happen to a Sunday-school than. to be 
obliged to hold some classes in the belfry 
tower, vestibule, basement, or on the stair- 
way. ‘lhe more you grow and the more you 
crowd your building, the more apparent will 
the need be. I suggest that you start a 
campaign of education among the members 
of the church who do not see their oppor- 
tunity. If your pastor is in sympathy with 
your needs, as he ought to be, perhaps he 
will frequently refer to it in the pulpit. Let 
the officers and teachers of the school quietly 
but persistently lay the needs of the school 
before the officers of the church. If all of 
those officials should receive a visit once a 
week for a year from some member of the 
Sunday-school, urging that a new building 
be provided, the chances are that they will 
wake up to their opportunity. Do not find 
fault nor scold. Make the best of the situa- 
tion. If the sight of a boy nineteen years 
old and six feet high, wearing knee-pants 
and a straw hat with ribbons down his back, 
just as he did at nine, does not induce the 
parents to provide him with suitable cloth- 
ing, especially when the boy is crying for it, 
it is difficult to prescribe. 





MARYLAND. — Is not the of the 
lesson. text by the school simply a waste of 
time ?—X. Y. Z. 

N O, IT is asaving of time, and a most prof- 

itable exercise. ‘There is no feature of 

a Sunday-schoel session which can be 
made more interesting and profitable than the 
reading of the Scriptures, and no passage of 
Scripture.can,be more profitably read than 
the lesson itself. It is a saving of time be- 
cause of the fact that.in many schools not all 
of the scholars have even read the lesson 
since the last Sunday, though they should 
have done so. If the lesson is not read at 
all, the teacher is at a great disadvantage in 
endeavoring to teach it. If the lesson is not 
read by the entire school, then it would 
probably be read in the various classes, and 
this would take more time than it would in 
the school as a body, because of the confusion. 

Of course, other passages of Scripture can 
be profitably introduced into the Sunday- 
school session, but the reading of the lesson 
text should not be omitted, especially in 
those departments of the school where the 
classes are together in one large room. For 





the superintendent, and do anything else 


the organized classes, having separate rooms, 
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it may not be necessary to read -with the | 
school. They could retire from the service 
that much earlier and have the reading of the 
lesson a feature of their-exercises in their 
own room. 

Variety must be introduced in the reading 
of the lesson, and this will add greatly to the 
interest. .We ought to endeavor to crowd 
the Bible into our Sunday-school session 
rather than to crowd it out. 


ARKANSAS.—I3 it profitable for a Sunday- 
school to have a social for the whole school 
as often as once in three months?—L. W. C. 


O, I would not have socials for the 
Sunday-school all together at any time 
except on the occasion of the annual 

icnic, or something of that sort, The social 
is usually held in some buildin enerally a 
home. No available building would be large 
enough for the average*school in most cases, 
and it would have to go to the church, The 
main objection is that the features which in- 
terest little children would not interest adults, 
and vice versa. For the several departments 
of the school to have socials by themselves is 
fine. 

If the Primaries are together with their 
teachers and parents, and if the Intermediates 
would hold their social together under proper 
supervision, and so on, good results are sure 
to follow. The same is true of all the older 
d tments of the school. 

f one more social in the year is desired 
besides the picnic, it might be held on New 
Year’s Day at the church, having the Be- 
ginners and. Primaries come at one time of 
the day for an hour or so, under the care of 
their department officers and teachers, Then 
this would be followed the next hour by the 
Juniors, under the care of their officers and 
teachers, and these by the Intermediates. 
Then close with a social at night for all over 
sixteen years of age. ‘This plan has been 
carried out and found to be profitable, but it 
is questionable whether ‘socials for all the 
school at one time and place would be wise. 





| Children at Home 





When Roy Was Seven 
By Constance Prince 


RISK could hardly keep still.a minute, 
and he jumped and barked at Roy who 
usually was ready for a race or frolic ; 

but this morning he just sat on the top step 
with his elbows on his knees and his little 
round chin buried in his hands. Once when 
Frisk stuck his black nose on Roy’s face, he 
tasted something salty, 

Yes, Roy was most crying. Of course, 
when a person—a boy person—is seven, he 
doesn’t cry, even if the tears do spill over. 

After Frisk had tried for about the twen- 
tieth time to coax Roy to run a race with 
him, he decided it was no use, and so crawled 
under Roy’s arm and lay still. 

**It would be all right,’’ Roy told him, 
‘* if I didn’t have a birthday.”’ 

Birthdays always are such lovely times,— 
at least every one had been that Roy could 
remember, but this was his birthday, and he 
was so mis’able. ~ 

When mother persons got sick and had to 
be kept quiet, grandpa’s was just the best 


place fora bey to be, and Roy was usually 
as happy as the day was long. 

Where else was there such a dear grandma 
and grandpa? And where such a fine barn 


to play in, and such a cunning little dog as 
Frisk? And didn’t father write that mother 
was getting stronger every day? 

Roy told himself that he ought to be 
*shamed to feel mis’able, even if mother had 
promised him a birthday party, and now he 
would have to wait a whole year for another 
birthday. 

When grandpa came up from the barn, 
he saw Roy sitting on the top step and Frisk 
under his arm, and he wondered what could 
make them so quiet. 

“I’m afraid that Roy is feeling a little 
homesick,’’ he told grandma. 

‘*Bless his little heart! I do believe 
there is something the trouble,’’ grandma 
said when she looked out of the window. 

Roy did not mean to gay one word about 
it, for hadn’t mother said that he must be 
her own sunny boy all the time, and try and 
make grandma and grandpa happy, and 
didn’t they do lots of things so that he would 
have a good time? Roy did not mean to 








Or Owe VF 


ve 
na 


ut 
be 
nd 
nd 
ld 








LESSON FOR MARCH 31 (Review) 
















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


By George E. 


Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ 


With an Outline Harmony of the Gospels 


Croscup, B.A. 


Author of ““A Synchronic Chart of United States History” 


period, denoting the successive years and the Roman rulers in power, 
events of Passion Week in detail, using also the double waving line, colors, and Scripture references. 
Christ's journeyings between Jerusalem and Bethany during that week. 


This is destined to become a standard work, necessary to every Bible student's equipment. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY,~ - : ‘ 


Introduction by Professor Matthew B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


The distinctive feature of this work is found in the two sheets of folding charts bound in at the back of the volume. 


On the larger chart one notices the double waving line denoting successively the leading events in Christ's Life during the three years’ 
ministry, each event named and numbered. This line runs through bands of colors corresponding to colors of political divisions of Palestine 
on a key map, showing at a glance the province in which each event occurred, as well as the month, season, and year by both Jewish and 
modern reckoning. Corresponding Scripture passages are noted in columns below ; and at the bottom of the sheet is a series of small colored 
maps on which the journeyings of Christ are traced. 


On the other chart there are two diagrams. One gives in condensed form a General View of the Life of Christ, covering the whole 
The second diagram, complement of the larger chart, covers the 
Below are small key maps showing 
All these events are numbered consecutively from 1 to 189. 


The bulk of this volume (of forty large pages) consists of a Harmony (pages 10-29) arranged in parallel columns for the four Gospels, 
in which each event is described or explained in detail, and numbered to correspond with numbers of the same events on the Charts. Pre- 
pared with much care, this Harmony will prove of great value. 


In addition to these principal features of Charts and Harmony, there are other things: an abundant Bibliography of books to consult, 


a pronouncing and explanatory Dictionary of proper names, lists of the Miracles and Parables of Jesus, an outline of the Jewish Calendar, a 
diagram of the Herodian Family, and a brief record of the Twelve Apostles. 


To all of which Professor Riddle gives an appreciative Introduction. 


Price, postpaid, $1.00. 
1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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feel badly,—only a birthday party when one 
will never be seven again— 

Grandma put her arms tightly around him 
and it just told itself! 

Then grandma said that if any one wanted 
xaspberry pie enough to get the raspberries, 
—and Roy ran to get the pail, for he loved 
raspberry pie, and he and Frisk went down 
to the big field to get some berries. 

‘‘ That dear child is going to have a party 
this very day,’’ declared grandma. Then 
she did a lot of telephoning, and grandpa 
chopped ice and they made a big freezer full 
of ice-cream, and had it all packed away 
before Roy came back with a pail of berries. 

After dinner grandpa hitched Duke and 
Billy into the big wagon. Roy ran and got 
his Rat, for grandpa never went to ride with- 
out him, and he dearly loved to ride with 
grandpa; he usually let him drive part of 
the way. 

Roy wondered why grandpa did not say : 

«¢] wish I knew of some little boy who 
would like a ride,’’ or something like that 
and he stood right by the wheel all ready to 
go. When grandpa got in, he said: 

‘¢ Take good care of grandma,’’ and drove 
away just as if he did not know that Roy 
wanted to go. 

It did seem as if it was no use being seven. 
Roy thought that if he were a grandpa and 
knew that a boy wanted to go to ride, when 
he was not going to have a party, too, he 
would just take him and not ride off alone. 

Grandma was busy in the house, and 
Frisk had tired himself out chasing butter- 
flies and did not want to play. 

Roy wandered around a while and finally 
tumbled in a disconsolate littie heap into the 
hammock. 

A few minutes afterward grandma came 
out to rest on the piazza and saw him there 
fast asleep; and he slept until Duke and 
Billy came trotting into the yard with the 
big wagon just full of boys and girls. 

While the wagon was being unloaded, 
grandma told Roy that this was to be his 
birthday party. 

‘« Why. do they dress alike?’’ he asked 
her. ‘* Are they all twins ?”’ 

‘« They are little folks who have no mother 
or father, and they all live in a big home 
where kind people take care of them,”’ 





grandma told him. ‘Now make them have 
a good time, for they do not have parties 
often.’’ 

Grandpa had them all tell Roy their names, 
and then told them to run and play. They 
were shy at first, but Roy and Frisk were so 
glad to see them and Roy thought of so many 
nice things to play that they soon forgot their 
shyness, and how much fun they had! They 
played hide-and-seek in the big barn, and 
rolled in the sweet hay; they ran all over 
the farm, and old Tiger, the big gander, 
chased them away from the pond. 

Grandpa put up a number of swings, and 
then he gave each one a ride on big Billy’s 
back ; they thought this was great fun, for 
none of them had ever been on horseback 
before. 

When the afternoon was over, grandma 
had them sit down on the soft grass, and 
they had sandwiches and cakes and ice- 
cream until they could not eat another bite. 

Grandpa gave Roy a basket, and told him 
to give each boy a top and a game and each 
girl a nice doll all dressed. 

It was hard to tell which was happier, Roy 
or the rest of the party. 

Afterwards they all went to get the cows, 
and when they were milked and each one 
had drank a glass of the foaming rich milk, 
grandpa packed them all into the big wagon 
again, and then he said : 

** Well, well! it won’t do to go with such 
a big load and come back without any one, 
and if you youngsters think you can squeeze 
Roy in there—”’ 

Grandpa had to hold the littlest one on his 
knee in order to make room, but they were 
all so happy that they did not care if it was 
not very comfortable. 

When grandma tucked Roy into bed that 
night, he said it was the best birthday he 
had ever known, and he gave grandma such 
a bear-hug that her glasses fell off. 


Des Motngs, IA. 
~~ 


An unusual book for young people who want 
to know the how and why of everyday things 
is ** Outdoors, Indoors, and Up the Chim- 
ney,’’ by Charles McIlvaine. Published by 
The Sunday School Times Co. Price, 75 
cents, postpaid. 








[ Books That Are 


Worth Knowing } 





The Boy Problem Solved (By David 
H. Jemison).—The title may claim too 
much, but the book will help many workers 
with boys. The author’s solution is a new 
boys’ brotherhood, Kappa Sigma Pi. It is 
based on the Apostle Paul as the boys’ hero, 
and combines the best features of the college 
fraternities, the Boy Scouts organization, and 
the Bible class. The ritual is less fanciful 
and more spiritual than in most such orders, 
and the reported results seem to justify the 
author’s enthusiasm. He explains the plan 
in detail, shows its wide possibilities, sug- 
gests many occupations for boys, and gives a 
list of ae Se woes books that boys enjoy. 
(Cincinnati, Ohio: David H, Jemison, 50 
cents, postpaid, ) 


A Message From Batang (The Diary 
of Z. S. Loftis, M.D.).—Diaries become 
interesting when they record tales of heroism. 
Batang is the most western missionary out- 
post of China, on the borders of Tibet. No 
missionary enters Tibet, It took Dr. Loftis 
four months of steady travel, after arriving in 
China, to reach Batang. Weird sights were 
seen. Mountain passes 14,000 feet above 
the sea were crossed. A monastery never 
before opened to a white man was in- 
spected. Only two months’ service were 
allotted this ‘‘ Jesus Man ’”’ after reaching his 
destination. Truly his life was ‘a life sacri- 
ficed for Tibet.’’? (Revell, 75 cents, net; 
postage 10 cents. ) 





Child Marriage Fetters In India (By 
Olivia A. Baldwin) .—Fascinating yet appall- 
ing is this tale. Everyday life in India, in 
its everyday surroundings, is described in 
everyday terms. Much of the language is 
placed in the mouth of pupils of a mission 
school. A girl famine sufferer nine years old is 
admitted to the orphanage. Charming is the 
development from an untrained high-caste girl 
to a disciplined Christian young woman. Sita 





finally contends in court for the annulment of 
her child-betrothal contract toa Hindoo, The 
account of the trial is graphic. Many promi- 
nent reformers are introduced. Sita loses; 
but it is good to know that British courts 
have now ruled that a woman in India has a 
right to her Own person, (Revell, $1.25, 
net; postage 15 cents.) 


An Eirenic Itinerary (By Silas McBee), 
—The prime condition of that church unity 
which the Edinburgh Conference has made 
a world question and demand is the wi// of 
the churches to be one. Mr. McBee, rep- 
resenting others of the Movement and of the 
Continuation Committee, undertook during 
the past year to test and demonstrate the 
existence of such an at least initial good will, 
wherever the matter is presented in the only 
right spirit. His interviews everywhere 
from here to Jerusalem, with the heads or 
high representatives of practically all the 
prominent Christian churches, will be read 
with the deepest interest. Such a step as 
that here recorded is of course the barest of 
beginnings. But it means this, which is 
perhaps as far as we can at present see or 
go: The will to be one is the sine qué non o 
unity. Without it we can do nothing ; wit 
it we may do everything. (Longmans, Green 
& Co., $1.) 


The Four Gospels.—There is increasing 
appreciation of the truth that the help of first 
importance in Bible study is the Bible. This 
year’s International Sunday-school Lessons 
afford special opportunities for the direct use 
of the Book itself, especially the Gospels. 
‘The Four Gospels, with Dictionary and 
Index,’’ is designed to encourage such study, 
The text is that of the Authorized Version, 
with marginal references. Into small com- 
pass are packed a great many Bible helps for 
ready reference’: a concise illustrated dic- 


(Continued on next page) 
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A remedy of superior merit for Coughs, Hoarse- 
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tionary, a brief concordance, suggestions for 
the study of the life of Christ and of the 
Gospels. 

Another edition of the Four Gospels con- 
tains the text in the American Standard Ver- 
sion ; appended to it is an instructive article 

upon ** The Lord’s Land as the Lord Saw 
it,” by Dr. Jesse.Lyman Hurlbut, together 
with @ small map of Palestine, Such h 
upon the Sunday-school lessons should 
stimulate the. use of the ‘Bible instead of les- 
son papers in the-class session. ( Zhe Four 
Gospels, with Dictionary and Index. Chi- 
cago: The Bible Institute Colportage Asso- 
ae. 15 he postage, 2 cents extra; 
eight copies, ; postage, 15 cents extra. 
The Four Gospets, Standard Ver- 
sion. Nelson, 10 cents.) 


Donald McRea (By H. M, Burr). No 
institution or movement of modern times is 
uller of fascinating human interest than the 
Young Men’s Christian Associations of the 
world. ‘They touch boys and young men of 

any lands of different types and on many 
sides. Why has this rich material not sug- 
gested several good stories? One such has 
recently appeared, simple in plot, modern in 
atmosphere, and wholesome in its after 
effects. It recounts the experiences of a 
typical young artisan who, by industry, cour- 
age, and loyalty to his noblest impulses, rose 
from a small job ina new England cotton 
mill to a position of unique significance as a 
trained leader of boys, ‘There is an attractive 
young woman in the story, a Holyoke college 
girl, who becomes the young man’s good 
angel and inspires him to do his best every- 
where. Baseball, football, boys’ camps, 
evangelism, and the Springfield Training 
School provide material for interesting chap- 
ters. ‘The author reveals his own mental 
attitude toward religious and social prob- 
iems, and his deep, broad sympathy with 
young men, especially those who are per- 
plexed by the intellectual questions of the 
day. If all instructors in schools and in 
colleges whose work is related: to biblical 
and other problems were of his.type, fewer 
young men would leave college with a lost 
or waning faith in God and the Scriptures. 
Springfield, Mass,: Seminar Publishing Co., 

1.) 


Organized matey cane Work in 
America (The Official Report of the Thir- 
teenth International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion, held in San Francisco, June 20-27, 
1911).—Far from being a dry résumé of the 
sessions of that great convention, this book 
is a bird’s-eye view of Sunday-school condi- 


| tions and a text-book of principles and prac- 


tise. It contains Sunday-school information 
for everybody, and all of it ‘*down to date,”’ 
and is, without doubt, the biggest dollar’s 
worth yet offered to pastors and Sunday- 
school workers. It treats the Sunday-school 
from every angle. It gives the viewpoint, 
experience, and matured opinions of scores 
of Sunday-school leaders, It criticizes wrong 
methods, presents fundamental principles, 
and points out the methods that win. And 
it deals with the problems that affect the 
work of Sunday-schools, big and little, in 
city, town, and country. 

Every department of the Sunday-school 
receives due consideration, Experts in the 
work of these departments present the prac- 
tical plans and methods that have served 
them so well. And what is yet more. im- 
portant, these experts present the considera- 
tions and circumstances out of which these 
methods were developed. So while there 
are a thousand suggestions for a thousand 
pseds, there is material for the stimulation 
of the faculties that develop methods. Each 
pastor, superintendent, department head, and 
Sunday-school worker can find something to 
help his own work and something to pass on 
to others. 

Inter-school relationships receive much 
consideration. The book abounds with facts 
and statistics of Sunday-school work illus- 
trated by maps, charts, and diagrams that are 
accurate and suggestive. No book will fur- 
nish so much recent information for an ad- 
dress, a paper, ora bulletin of Sunday-school 
work. Portraits of Sunday-school leaders 
and pictures of remarkable Sunday-school 
demonstrations adorn its pages. Sunday- 
school extension work in communities, states, 
and the country at large occupies a prominent 
place. Sunday-school missions are presented 
in a manner to increase the interest and de- 
votion, in the local work. . (Chicago: Inter- 
national Sunday School Association, $1.) 





Books on the Life of Christ 


HERE have been written a few very 
great lives of Christ, like those of 
Andrews, Farrar, Edersheim, Stalker. 

There are many others of secondary rank, 
but which are often of great vaige. © They 
should be — Mig op rather than 
biographies, lack the original re- 
search, the saseg fic preciseness of the biog- 
rapher’s art, but they are profoundly illu- 
ative as impressions of the life of the 
Master as seen through sympathetic eyes. 


In this latter class may be placed Dr. 
Peters’ work, ‘*’The Master,’’ It is rich 
with that insight that allows one to see as 
with the shining of a fine, clear lamp, in a 
shadewy chamber, (Zhe Master, By G. M. 
Peters. Revell, $1.50, net.) 


Somewhat different is Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Life of Christ in his well-known series, ‘* De- 
votional Hours with the Bible.’’ Although 
the book bears the title of a life of Jesus 
based on the Gospel of Mark, Dr. Miller 
plainly declares that the book is not in- 
tended as a complete biography, or an exact 
and comprehensive exegesis, but as a guide 
and interpreter to those richer devotional 
lessons that rise like incense from the devout 
and prayerful reading of the narrative of the 
Gospels. ( Zhe Life of Christ, Based 
Chiefly on the Gospel of Mark, By J. R. 
Miller, D.D. Doran, $1.25, net.) 


The Gospel of Matthew is taken up in 
The Analyzed Bible Series by Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. It is safe to say that the aver- 
age student who will surrender himself to 
this guide will be given a view of the Gospel 
of Matthew which is both, clear, compact, 
and intelligible. There is no expositor of 
the Bible of our day who has equaled Dr. 
Morgan in the excellence and skill of his 
analyses, and possibly the finest result that 
the student will gain is the inspiration to 
attempt the work of making his own analy- 
sis. (Zhe Gospel of St. Matthew. By 
G. Campbell Morgan, D. D. Revell, $1, 
net.) 


The three books already mentioned are 
for more advanced students. The three fol- 
lowing are intended for younger students, 
and as aids to the responsible task of the 
Bible teacher. 


Miss Slack’s ‘* Jesus, the Man of Galilee,’’ 
was arranged for students’ summer confer- 
ences, and is suited for students of high- 
school and academy grade. The studies are 
arranged in twelve chapters, which consti- 
tute an analysis of Jesus’ ministry. Each 
chapter is sub-divided into short lessons, 
paragraphed and numbered for convenient 
study by the pupil. Miss Slack is to be com- 
mended for her ingenious approach to the 
gist of each lesson. She shows great skill 
in the selection of an apt quotation to begin 
or close the lesson. It is like a meal that is 
not only well-cooked, but garnished so 
handsomely that there is pleasure in ap- 
proaching it. She has not made the mistake 
of attempting too much, and yet has com- 
pressed not a little clean-cut biblical knowl- 
edge into the brief paragraphs that comprise 
the various chapters. There is also a va- 
riety and freshness to the studies that should 
be a tonic to any class using this as a text- 
book. The book does not follow the Inter- 
national Lessons, but covers the material 
given in all four Gospels. (Jesus, the 
Man of Galilee. By Elvira J. Slack. New 
York: National Board of the Young Wo- 
man’s Christian Association, 30 cents. ) 


Anything that comes from Miss Martha 
Tarbell is valuable, and it was a happy 
thought that led her to separate the needful 
geographic setting of the period of Jesus’ 
life in Palestine, and arrange it so compactly 
that the teacher or advanced student can 
readily lay hands on the material. Almost 
every teacher would profit by this compact 
collection of the geographical data that are 
absolutely necessary to a true background of 
Jesus’ life. ‘The book is equipped with 
maps of unusual excellence, and will give to 
many students a surprising aid to their im- 
agination and mental picture of the Gospel 
events. (Jn the Master's Country. By 
Martha Tarbell. Doran, 50 cents, net.) 


Miss Thompson has prepared a series of 
progressive studies in Jesus’ life, consisting 
mostly of the arrangement of his life in succes; 
sive lessons, under each of which are printed 
thirty-three questions of such a nature that 
the average pupil of twelve and over could 
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is printed with a blank line after each ques- 
tion on which the answer may be written. 
‘The plan is excellent, and has the advantage 
of making the pupil learn his own lesson 
rather that to be taught it. (Progressive 
Sttdiesin the Life and Words of Jesgs. 
By Jane De Groff Thompson, Doran ; cloth, 
$1, net; paper, 60 cents.) 


Helps for Regular Bible Reading 


HOSE who have found regular Bible 
reading difficult because of lack of a 
definite plan will be greatly helped by 

the systematic dai outlined by 
Miss E. Konitzky. Her plan has been 
brought to the attention of the readers of 
The Sunday School Times before, but it is 
worth noting again, now that the Pocket 
Testament League is attracting so much mer- 
ited attention. 

One outline provides for daily readings 
both morning and evening. By following 
this, the whole Bible is completed in one 
year; or the morning and evening readings 
may be used separately, and a two-years’ 
course followed. Psalms and Proverbs and 
the New Testament are used for the evening 
readings, while the rest of the Old Testa- 
ment is outlined for morning readings. An- 
other outline provides for single daily read- 
ings in the New Testament only, giving one 
year to the reading. 

This plan is commendable for its simply 
and definiteness, The leaflets and cards 
giving the readings to be followed can be 
secured by sending a two-cent stamp to Miss 
E. Konitzky, Reisterstown Road, near Kate 
Avenue, Station E., Baltimore, Maryland. 

A leaflet of information as to the Pocket 
Testament League, how to start it in a Sun- 
day-school, with prices of special pocket 
Testaments, membership cards, etc., will be 
mailed free by The Sunday School Times 
Company. 








From the North Country 
Where the Winters are Cold and the Snows Deep 


Writing from the vicinity David Harum 
made famous, a man says that he was an 
habitual coffee drinker, and, although 
he knew it was doing him harm, was 
too obstinate to give it up, till all at once 
he went to pieces with nervousness and 
insomnia, loss of appetite, weakness, and 
a generally used-up feeling, which prac- 
tically unfitted him for his arduous occu- 
pation, and kept him on a couch at home 
when his duty did not call him out. 

‘*While in this condition Grape-Nuts 
food was suggested to me and I began to 
use it. Although it was in the middle 
of winter and the thermometer was often 
below zero, almost my entire livirg for 
about six weeks of severe exposure was 
on Grape-Nuts food with a little bread 
and butter and a cup of hot water, till I 
was wise enough to make Postum my 
table beverage. 

‘After the first two weeks I began to 
feel better, anid during the whole winter 
I never lost a trip on my mail route, 
frequently being on the road 7 or 8 hours 
at a time. 

‘The constant marvel to me was how 
a person could do the amount of work 
and endure the fatigue and hardship as 
I did on so small an amount of food. 
But I found my newrations so perfectly 
satisfactory that I have continued them 
—using both Postum and Grape-Nuts at 
every meal, and often they comprise my 
entire meal. 

‘‘All my nervousness, irritability and 
insomnia have disappeared, and healthy, 
natural sleep has come back tome. But 
what has been poieg the greatest sur- 
prise to me is the fact that with the 

enefit to my general health has come a 
remarkable improvement in my eye- 
sight. 

“If a good appetite, good digestion, 
good eye-sight, — nerves and an 
active brain are to be desired, I can say 
from my own experience, use Grape- 
Nuts and Postum.” Name given by 
Pustum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘ There's a reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 


answer them by a careful reading of the | are genuine, true, and full of human 


passages selected for the lesson. 
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Helps 

on the 
Life of 
Christ 


Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ 


With an Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels. 


By George EB. Croscup, B.A. 

Author of ‘‘A Synchronic Chart 
of United States History.’’ This 
is destined to become a standard 
work, necessary to every Bible 
student's equipment. ($7.00 


postpaid.) 


The Student’s Historical 


Geography of the Holy Land 


By the Rev. William Walter Smith. 
A.B., A.M., M.D. 

This book is illustrated with about 
one hundred pictures of Bible 
places and thirty-five maps, many 
of them in colors. It is a popu- 
lar reading manual and text-book 
for teachers and clergy, (75 cents 


postpaid.) 


Outline Harmony 

of the Gospels 

" By Prof. M. B, Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
Only an eight-page pamphlet, but 
packed full—showing in parallel 
columns events, places, dates, 
etc., of all the Gospels. (On 
fine paper, 10 cents, with stiff 
covers, 25 cents net.) 


A Chart of 
Christ’s Journeyings 
By C. BE. Arnold, A.M. 


On map paper, 9%xI9 inches, 
folded within stiff covers, 3 34x64 
inches, Four clear outline jour- 
ney maps, showing the various 
periods of Jesus’ ministry, with 
the events, and the location of 
the Scripture passages in parallel 
columns. (20 cents.) 


Light and Shade 
Relief Map of Palestine 


By George May Powell 

A beautifully printed flat map, 
which has the effect of a raised 
map, showing elevations and de- 
pressions, with a simple key sys- 
tem for locating important places. 
(Wall size, over all, 50% X37 
inches, $2.50. Smaller map, 
18X23 inches, 25 cents.) 


The Apostles 
as Everyday Men 
By Pres. R. E. Thompson, S.T.D. 


‘* Two by two’’ we see these six 
pairs of apostles, presented in 
brilliant studies, drawn with subtle 
‘appreciation of the strength and 
weakness of each character. (50 
cents net.) 
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Problems in life and conduct that confront men, young or older, or problems 

that are troubling the wives or mothers or sisters of men as they seek light 

and help for those who are dear to them, will be considered in this depart- 

ment. Such questions may be addressed to Mr. Speer in care of The Sun- 

day School Times. Questions in the field of Bible study and Sunday-school 
work are treated in other departments of the paper. - 


Question.—Will you please direct me where 
I can secure tracts dealing with the subject of 
profanity in a concise and appealing way? 

HE American Tract Society, 150 Nassau 
Street, New York City. The Asher 
Publishing Company, 429 Holly Ave- 

nue, St. Paul, Minn. 





tion.—1 am slightly uainted with a 
young Russian Jew who intends to become a 
tabbi. He is a deep thinker, and understands 
English perfectly. ask you to suggest a book 
that he would not quickly cast aside because 
only the devotees of another religion could un- 
derstand it,—one that would appeal to this 
thoughtful and philosophic young Jew, and 
that might finally bring him to Christ. 


WOULD send him Seeley’s ‘' Ecce 

Homo” (Little, Brown, & Co. $1). 

If he responds favorably, you might 
send him also Simpson’s ** The Fact of 
Christ ’? (Revell. 75 cents), or Edersheim’s 
** Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah,’’ a 
study of Christ by a Christian scholar who 
was by race a Jew (Longmans, Green, & Co. 
Two volumes, $2; abridged in one, $1.) 





Question.—Here in Toronto an active Mor- 
mon propaganda is being carried on, by what 
I believe are called the ‘‘ Reformed Mormons"’ 
of Iowa. I find that the effect is being felt 
even in my Sunday-school. Could you recom- 
mend one or two good books which we could 
get for our Sunday-school library on the sub- 
ject of Mormonism, with reference, if possible, 
to this so-called ‘‘reformed"’ sect? 


HE “Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints’? is the 
name of the body to which reference 

is made. They have common ground with 
the Utah Mormons, excepting in their ré- 
jection of polygamy. Good books on Mor- 
monism are S, W. Traum’s ‘‘ Mormonism 
Against Itself’? (Standard Publishing Co., 
Cincinnati, Ohio, $1); Cannon and O’Hig- 
gins’ ‘‘ Under the Prophet in Utah’’ (C. M. 
Clark Pub. Co,, 211 Tremont Street, Boston, 
$1.35); William Alexander Linn’s ‘The 
Story of the Mormons” (Macmillan, $4). 
The four official books of the Mormon 
Church are: The Book of Mormon, The 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, The Pearl 
of Great Price, and the Bible. The first two 
are fifty cents each, and can be purchased 
at Callahan’s Book Store, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, The book containing the Sabbath- 
school lessons of the Mormon Church shows 
that it is teaching polygamy now. One 
should have the catechism also, which can 
be obtained at the same bookstore for 
twenty-five cents. 





Question.—lf, as seems logical, the spirit of 
the Tenth Commandment includes, Thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbor's job nor his customer, 
how and to what extent may a country doctor 

ray for the building up of his business? For 
n a small town only a certain amount of prac- 
tise is possible. Every patient who goes to the 
new doctor seems a direct personal loss to the 
old. Hence the notorious jealousy of country 
doctors. Please do not say to me, ‘‘ Jump the 
difficulty by going to the foreign mission field.” 
I tried to go, and the Lord would not have me. 


T CANNOT be denied that the doctrine 
of competition involves a breach of more 
Christian laws than one, It is certain 

that in a perfect society there will be no 
such competition as prevails in our present 
order. This is the order, however, in which 
we have to live, and the best we can do is to 
do our best to make it Christian, and to be- 
have ourselves as Christians in it. Foreign 


missionary work would indeed have saved | 


this inquirer his perplexity. So would some 
home mission fields. So would some other 
occupations than the overcrowded profession 
of medicine. But having’ chosen ‘medicine, 
and feeling compelled to settle in a commu- 
nity where a living can only be obtained by 
cutting down another man’s living, there is 
nothing for it but to take the consequences, 
and to assume for time and eternity such 





A Man’s Questions | poet Eb. Speer 





pacoous! responsibility for them as cannot be 
aid off on the economic and social order, 
There should be all possible considerateness 
for others, and the Golden Rule should be 
remembered as an unabrogated principle. 


The situation may be safely entrusted to the | 


Lord ; his plan for your. life. will not include 


any coveting ; it may include. radical changes | — 


in your plans; if so,, make them at:any cost, 

Question.—It seems to me that my whole 
Christian life is centering around ee ability to 
let Christ use me in giving himself to other 
men, I truly want to know and do his will, 
not only in this, but in all my life, and he has 

iven me such unmistakable evidences of his 
ove and fellowship that my life has been like 
an entirely new thing to me since my definite 
surrender to him last May. Every phase of 
my Christian life has changed and taken on new 
meaning, and he has blessed and guided me in 
a wonderful way. Several of my_ Christian 
friends have been led out into a fuller experi- 
ence of him as Lord, and my other ordinary 
work among other churches and young people's 
societies has been very much more greatly 
blessed. 

But the thing that is troubling me is that I 
have not yet won any one to Christ that I know 
of, and more particularly that I do not em- 
brace anything like the number of opportuni- 
ties to speak to men about Christ that I should. 
Every one I meet on the street that I know 
(and that I know to be out of Christ) is con- 
stantly on my mind that I should speak to him 
about Christ. Can you suggest any little hook- 
let that one might carry around in the pocket 
and give along with the message ? Should one 
feel that he ‘Should be constantly making o 
portunities, or Should he wait.a definite time 


HREE ‘books alteady mentioned in this 
department will help you to answer 
these searching questions which have 

come to you: H, Clay Trumbull’s * Indi- 
vidual Work for Individuals,’’ C. G, ‘Trum- 
bull’s ‘* Taking Men Alive’? (Association 
Press, 50 cents and 60 cents respectively), 
and John Timothy Stone’s ‘‘ Recruiting for 
Christ’’ (Revell, $1). These books will 
answer as well as any one can answer for 
you the problems of time and season in per- 
sonal evangelism, The man who wants to 
make Christ known to others is doing it all 
the time, whether he knows it or not, There 
is a story of St, Francis of Assisi told by E. 
Paxton Hood which may teach us all a les- 
son: ‘* The good St. Francis of Assisi once 
stepped down into the cloisters of his monas- 
tery, and, laying his hand on the shoulder of 
a young monk, ‘Brother,’ said he, ‘let us 
go down into the town and preach,’ So they 
went forth, the venerable father and the 
young man. And they walked along upon 
their way, conversing as they went. They 
wound their way down the principal streets, 
round the lowly alleys and lanes, and even 
to the outskirts of the town, and to the vil- 
lage beyond, till they found themselves back 
atthe monastery again. Then said the young 
monk, ‘Father, when shall we begin to 
preach?’ And the father looked kindly 
down upon his son and said, ‘ My child, we 
have been preaching; we were preaching 
while we were walking. We have been 
seen—looked at ; our behavior has been re- 
marked ; and so we have delivered a morn- 
ing’s sermon, Ah! my son, it is of no use 
that we walk anywhere to preach unless we 
preach as we walk.’’’ This is a warning and 
a comfort. We are preaching one way or 
the other all the. time, and if the preaching 
of our lives is always for Christ we may be 





sure the opportunities of speaking for him 
will be found naturally. We do not need to | 
feel under a strain about them. We do need | 
to seek and to seize opportunities, and we do | 
need to feel a constraint such as Paul felt; | 
but if we love: men we shall be able natu- | 
rally to speak of the Saviour to them, and he | 
will care for the results of our speaking. | 
There are many good booklets. Get sam- 
ples published by the Asher Publishing Co., 
St. Paul, Minn., and pick out the ones which 
you think-would be most suitable for the men 
you meet, 
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The Foreign Missions of My Denomina- 
_ ‘tion, A Bird's-eye View 


(Matt, 28 : 16-20). 





Daily Readings. for Preceding Week 


MON.—A _ missionary church (1 ‘Thess. 


I: 5-8). 
‘TUES.—The power behind missions (Acts 
13 : 1-3). 
WeED.—Pioneers (2 Cor. 10 : 12-16). 
‘lHUR. —Generous support (Phil. 4 ; 12-20). 
FRIi.—Visions beyond (Acts 16 : 9-12). 
SaT.—Great ambitions (Rom. 1 ; 8-16). 











When and where were your denominational 
missions started ? 


Tell the life-story of one home-mission 
pioneer. 


What are the present needs in your 
missions ? 


HE ‘‘ bird’s-eye view of the foreign mis- 
sions of my denomination’' ought to 
include at this time, whatever our de- 

nomination, the destitute people of the 

famine-stricken regions of China. The For- 
eign Mission Boards of the United States 
and Canada have sent out a combined appeal 
for prayer for the Chinese who are suffering 
and for the native Christians of the Empire. 
a4 

First, for the people of China, a great and 
virile nation which, awakened from the tor- 
por of ages by the quickening forces of the 

modern world, ig convulsed by civil war at a 

time when all its energies are needed for the 

legislative, economic, educational, and moral 
readjustments which'the' new era involves. 

Flood, famine, and aoe ge are intensify- 

ing the tragedy of liitteroal-strife. Vast areas 


haye. been inundated in the provinces of 
Ngan-hwei, ng-su, and Hunap,, the two | 
firened faci jatidn and famine for the 


third time in five’ 


The Vang-tase River 
is 45 miles wide’ 


fee Hutideed and fifty miles 


been submerged: Five hundred thousand 
families must be aided through the winter at 
an average cost of $15 per family, or ten times 
more people will die of starvation than of 
wounds in battle. Let us pray that the hor- 
rors of famine and pestilence may be abated, 
that the sympathiés of the Christian world 
tay find prompt expression in gifts for the 
relief of suffering, aud ‘that a better day for 
the Chinese ‘nation ‘may follow the tumult 
and chaos of this present time. 


Second, for the Chinese Christians, who 
share in full measure the privations and sor- 
rows that are the common lot of their coun- 
trymen, and often the despairing reproaches 
of their non-Christian neighbors, who imagine 
that these multiplied calamities are due to 
the wrath of the spirits against those who 
have abandoned the ancestral faith. Hun- 
dreds of Chinese pastors, teachers, and 
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ev angelists, who ‘have been supported wholly. 
or in part by the Christians on the field, can- 
not now be maintained by their impoverished 
people. Churches and schools have been 
swept away by floods, families have been 
scattered by war, and multitudes of our fel- 
| low-believers are without food and shelter 
for the winter. Let us pray for them, that 
God may be their “‘refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.’’ 


Contributions for famine relief should be 
sent at once to any foreign mission Board 
or to Mr. Jacob H. Schiff, Treasurer of the 
| China Relief Committee, 1 Madison Avenue, 
|New York City, or to the American Red 
Cross in Washington. All contributions will 
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| the pastor and fi 


from‘ the ‘séa, | ant thousands Of villages have |. 





rt in the 
there a full a 
the work of the denomination. 

Pa : 


All the Foreign Mission Boards of the 


can borrow the re of 
ccount.of 


. United States and Canada have an annual 


conference at which they discuss their work 
and compare experience and plan for co- 
operative effort. .At their. last meeting, in 
ane ary, 1912, held at Garden City, the 

rds laid special emphasis on the need of 
yer, and the Secretary of the conference, 
r. W.. Henry Grant, -was instructed to 
send out a letter on the subject, in which he 
says: 

** This call to prayer from Canada is one to 
which the chaiches of America and through- 
out the world will gladly. respond, seeking 
fresh enduement as disciples under orders 
to go and teach all nations. 

‘The secretary of the Conference was 
instructed to convey in a special letter to the 


tative gathering, that the greatest need in 
the church to-day, in view of the conditions 


need of prayer, The Conference would 
urge upon the officers and members of the 
administrative boards that the missionary 
cause should be so presented to the churches 
and to individuals that prayer may appear 
the essential, constant, and dominant factor 
in awakening and sustaining‘ any aod all 
missionary effort. At this particular time in 
the history of missions the temptation to rely 
upon organization and strategy rather than 
upon the eages of the Holy Spirit is a 
real danger. ... We must commune with 
him in order to communicate him,’ 


% 


Giving to the faminé sufferers in China, 
studying the scope of our own church's for- 


meeting. 
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missionary boards the sense of this represen- [ 


affecting its missionary operations, is the } 


eign mission work, and praying for the work |_ 
of all churches, ought to make this a notable |. 
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| be forwarded,to the Committee in Shanghai, 
lof which Bishop Graves is chairman, Wu 
| Ting Fang vice-chairman, and the Rev. E. C 
Lobenstine, secretary. Envelopes for a 
| special famine-relief offering will be furnished 
| free in any quantity by Mr. William B. 
Millar, 1 Madison Avenue, New York City. 





bf 
Each Mission Board publishes an annual 
report of its work, Most of the Boards sup- 
ply these to all the ministers connected: with 
their body. Every Young People’s Society 
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